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The Honourable, 


Roztrr BoYLE, Ef. 


SIR, 
Ince moſt Men a& by 


Intereſt, as I do here 
* endeavour to ſhew, it 
may be in all likelihood ſup- 
posd, that in Dedicating 
J this Bookto you, I am my 
elf guilty of the very ſame. 
thing I reproach in every # 
A 2 Ar- + 


F The Epiſtle Dedicatory. © 


Article to others: Which 

indeed I cannot flatly deny, 
if Intereſt oblige us, as un- 
doubtedly it does, to be 
orateful to ſuch as we are 
moſt, or rather, only indebt- 
ed to. But beſides this parti- 
cular Reaſon relating to. my 


private duty toyou,l was up. 
on another account reſolved 
atlaft toprefix your Name 
before theſe Papers, becaule 
'the World cafily allowing 
you to aQt always by a ge- 


nerous Principle, and not by 


- Fntereft it cannot be thought ; 
that] intend togive Sentence 


againſt 


_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. © 
againſt you, when I condemn 
thegenerality of Mankind ; 
and tho I ſeem to lay ſome- 
where, Thar - che Pablick 
Good 1s the advantage you 
propole to your felt in all 
your Learned and Excel- 
7 lent Writings, yet this being 
Z athingin it {elf highly com- 
* mendable, you have no rea- 
4 ſontothink your ſeltrong'd 
by ſuchan unuſual reproach, 
lince tis by purſuing eagerly 
this very kind of Intereſt that 
you are deſervedly ſtyl'd e- 
very where, and particular- 
ly abroad, Philoſophus Bri- 


Fannicns, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
11 tannicus, the Engliſh Philo- 
i ſopher; which Tile ſo glo- | 
j riousto your Self, to your | 
Countrey, and to your No- 
ble Family, that you may in | 
all Health and Proſperity | 
long enjoy, is the hearty : 


| wilh, : 
q 
| SIR, 
Of your Aﬀettionate 
Friend and Servant, 


David ABERCROMBY. | 
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Courteous Reader, 


F an imperfe&t K! Knowledge f the 
probable Cauſes of Natural things 


14s = of old ſufficient to make 


a man happy, Foelix qui potuit re- 
rum cognolcere caulas; I am of 


Opinion, that this Treatiſe may prove 
of ſome uſe to thee upon the Jame, ac: 


count, becauſe it diſcovers, in a not 


/unpleaſant Variety of very obſervable 


ar- 


To the Reader. 
Particulars, the undoubted Cauſe of 
all the Tranſaftions of the Politick 
World, Almighty Intereſt ; to whoſe 
powerful influence over Mankmd, as 1 
aſcribe not only the odd and irregular 
 Praflices of, ſome,” but likewiſe the 
' mmnaccountable $ peculations of others ; 
ſo T endeavour to ſhaw, m almoſt e- 
very Article, that men generally be- 
having themſelves as if they were all 
downright Hypocrites, both think, ſay, 
and do things for. Reaſons they will 
not own, and which I undertake to lay 
open im the following Diſcourſe, with 
this peculiar Advantage, from the Ve- 
ry Subject it ſelf, That whatſoever 
may be faidl of the Method: IT have 
made choice of, 1 can hardly be accu 
fed of a' flat Untruth upon the whole 
We; oo 0h \ \v 
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ARTICLE 1, 


r. That there is ſomething in the Politi- 
cal World anſwerable to what we call 
Primam Mobile 7: the Heavens. 
2. That every thing aFually mov'd , 
owes its motiondo fome forreign im- 


preſſion. 3. Several obvious demon- 
ſtrations of this Truth. 


ſay, bea real Truth, or a meer 
groundleſs ſuppoſition, That a 
Snperiour Heaven, they call Priz1um 


Mobile,tarneth round: the world with 
B 3 


Jr: not. if what Aſtronomers 


2 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


It ſelf by its rapid motion all th' other 
inferiour Orbs ; but ſure I am there 
1s ſon ſuch thing as a Primmnm Mobile 
here below, that over-ruleth the ve- 
ry Microcoſm it (elf, that untoward 
and unweildy Animal call'd Man. 
This I fancy you will eaſily agree to, 
it you do but allow, with the gene- 
rality of Philoſophers, nothing to be 
put in motion but by ſome other 
thing of a diſtin nature from it ſelf x 
for though this receiv'd principle be 
1ngenioully contradicted by a late 
Anthor, I am ſtill inclin'd to believe 
1t no untruth, by an infinite number 
of obvious and unanſ{werable inſtan- 
ces, clearing all our doubts about 
this old Maxim, quicquid movetur, ab 
alio movetur, that every thing aCctual- 
ly moved, owes 1ts motion to ſome 
forreign impreſſion. Thus when a 
Stone falls downwards, I conceive 
It to be preſsd towards the Earth 
by the weight of the Atzroſpherez or 
as others will tell you more obſcure- 
ly, by the magnetical attraction of 
the Center of the Univerſe ; When 

the 


the Power of Intereſt. 2 


the fame heavy body is tofsd up- 
wards, it is natural to us to think 
with the Ariſtotelians, of an impreſs d 
Quality, or of a certain Impulſe 
help'd forward by the liquid ambi- 
ent, till the greater preſſure of the 
incumbent air return it home again to 
the FTarth, from whence it camez 
and if this be apparently true 1n a 
re&tiline motion, we need not ſcru- 
ple to judge after the: ſame manner 
of a circular one, or of a body turn- 
ing round ſome Center or other : 
for I am not as yet thoroughly recon- 
cil'd, to the Opinion of thoſe who 
will have the Sun, Moon, and other 
Planets to turn roſild the world 
without the help -of an Ariſtotelzaze 
Intelligence, But we need not clmb 
ſo high, to make new diſcoveries of 
fo probable a Truth : Does a Ship fail 
without a good gale? Does the Earth 
produce its fruits unmanur'd and un- ' 
till d 2 Can the powers of our Soul 
move themſelves without a previonos 
impreſſion from the Objef&t ? Fire 1n- 


deed, and Water too aſcend ſome- 
B 2 times 


4 4A Moral-Diſcourſe of 


times up into 'the air, but by the 
ſtrohg-prefſure of heavier bodies that 
thruſt them upwards: and may notI 
be allowed to ſay, that if God him 
ſelf were niutable, he could not be 
wrought upon but by a Being diſtinct 
from himſelt ? .So true, one would 
think this hitherts un- 
controverted Maxim 
to be, though 1t ap- 
pear doubtful to a great man of 
this Age. | 


My Lord Stares 
his new principles. 


ARIICLEW. 


i. Man never moved but by ſomething 


without hirngf. 2. The Deſign of © 
this Treatiſe. 3. Who are not like to 
be very much pleas'd with it, 


But whether he be 1n the right or 
not, 'tis not very material to my 
purpoſe : for whatever may be 
the true cauſe of motion 1n the great 
World ; yea, though Iallowed, that 
ſome things without us are mov'd by 
themfelves, and by no Being diſtinct 
older | from 


the Power of Intereſt. 5 


from themſelves, I ſhall preſume to 
be poſitive for once, contrary to the 
natural diſpoſition of my own tem- 
per, 1n atflerting, that Man never 
moves himſelf, unleſs firſt mov'd by 
ſomething that is without him; ahd 
which he endeavonrs'to react þyAall 
the different ations of his life : What 
this is, what impreſſions it makes up- 
on mankind, and by What mearts 1 if 
attains the deſign'd end; ate the' ver 

things Tintend to clear inthe follow- 
ing Diſconrſe, 'which"apon this _ 
count may prove riot! Hltogether yſe 
leſs, though '1t may” not POE IT 
much'thar kind of Mort we call-Pre 

tenders to Vertue and- Moralit 01G 
moreplainly, down-right Hypocrites, 
who would not have us to pry to 
their thoughts, nor diſcover the' ſ&+ 
cret Spring of all the1r ations, that 
being judg'd to att by higher motives 
than really they do, they may contt» 
nue to themſelves that eſteem they 
| have acquired in the world, ' by & 
ſhew of what they v Were Never really 


polle(s'd of. 
B ; A 
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ARTICLE IIL 


I. General Pretences Y moth men 112 
their undertaking T, Voat parti- 
(Safe influences of mens ations. 


att ins _— and not by prin- 
.&þ IP 


-As WU þ to cheat thus the 
r world for their own ends, are 
Ure.!NEVET tO do it bare-fac'd, and 
without the-commion vizard of Ver- 
tue. and Religien, or of meer zeal 
and. .concernedaefs, for the common 
good.!; But whatever their pretences 
may. APPEAT to be, we ſhall find by 
daily--experience the Scripture to be 
true, that all, or moſt men, ommes 
querunt que fua ſunt , prapaſe to 
themielvesin all their proceedings ſtill 

temporal intereſt or other, as 
their laſt end, without any further 
direCtion of their intentions towards 
theix only dread Soveraign, and Al- 
hry Maker, Yet that it may not 
ad, that I intend tolibel mankind, 


and 


the Power of Intereſt, 7 
and baniſh all real Vertne out of the 
world, 1 do fincerely acknowledge, 
that ſome do a& by principles, and 
not by termper,' nor termpctal ihte- 
reſt, as thoſe dowyho give willingly 
alms for mens ſake; and ſeldom or.ne- 
ver for God's ſake;-that-1s never in 
private, .but always in publick, or pn 
publick accounts, for th increaſe of 
their Natne and 'Repatation AIOnE, 
men ; being contented” with Cicero 
wiſh'd for reward of a preſent and 
popular,applauſe while they are alive, 
ut vivi perfruantur gloriol2 ſud, not 
minding what they might have expe- 
cted Riflioan this hereatter in another 
Scene of affairs, in caſe they believe 
any thing beyond thislife, as I have 
reaſon to be afraid they really do 
not, becauſe of thar being reſolv'd 
to be great and happy here at any 
rate. | 57 as 


B 4 A R- 


A Moral Diſcourſe of 
PARTICLE IV. | 


1. True Vertue hard to be known, | aud 
why, 2. The dangerous condition of 
Tradeſmen. - 3. The true Notion of 
a Gentleman, 


TI doubt not, but that there is ſuch a 
thing in the World as Religion, yea, 
and true religious men too of-all Chri- 
ſhan Religions 3 yet beſtdes that, they 
are ſo hard to be known, that the 
greateſt Readers of mankind nnſta- 
king ſomerimes their map, take ſuch 
to be undoubted Saints, who are na 
better than Nunghills covered with 
Snow, or finely painted Tombs , the 
number is ſo inconſiderable, that true 

Vertue has always been the rareſt 
- thing inthe world, as Vice the com- 
moneſt ; which I can aſcribe to no- 
thing elſe but to the Almighty Power 
of temporal intereſt ſo abſolutely ru- 
ling over mens minds, that few or 
oe are either willing or able to 
reliſt it, Tobe ſomewhat more par- 
_ hiculap 
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ticular upon the, matter, 'tis a harder 
fate than one would think to be bred 
a Tradeſman, becauſe tis a great 
temptation to him who muſt live by 
trading, if not aſort of indiſpenſible 
neceſſity to purſue his Intereſt, nght 
or wrong, to the ruine-of his-Soul 
and Conſcience. The Caſuiſts and 
Divines may ſet what Rates they 
pleaſe upon his Goods, and. declare 
what Gain 1s reaſonable and lawtul, 
and what is by the Law of God and 
right Reaſon forbid, notwithſtanding 
all their preſcriptions, the Dealer will 
{t3ll think all Fiſh that comes into the 
Net, and that whatever he can get, 
he may lawfully take, were it fix 
times the value, of what ke diſpoſeth 
of. Tis upon this account, that, as 
Cieero , if I miſremember not, ſays 
(omewhere, No Tradeſmen are al- 
lowed to be Gentlemen, quia nhl 
proficinut , niſt mentiuntur , becauſe 
they can hardly become rich without 
cheating and lying, which true Gen- 
tlemen ſhould not _ do, though toa 
many among us, pretending to this 


Qua- 
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Quality, are as guilty of both as the 
meaneſt Tradeſmen. We are ab- 
horr'd by the Tyrks upon this very 
Head, more than upon the account 
of our Religion, which many of 
them have a reſpect for, as aiming at 
nothing more than good manners 
and holinek of life. "Tis a common 
word among them , That they are 
neither Cheats in their dealings, nor 
perfidieus, nor Lyars, as the Izfidels, 
meaning the Chriſtians 3 though they 
themſelves are of late generally as 
ouilty of thoſe Crimes as we are; and 
no wonder, fince they have not the 
ſame advantages that we have to rid 
our ſelves of the Tyranny and Slave- 
ry of ſelt-intereſt, which yet ween- 
deavour to clear our ſelves of before 
men, by a thouſand proteſtations of 
our juſt and fair dealings, being 
aſham'd to be thought concern'd for 
our ſelves in what we pretend to do 
meerly for others. This 1s the Vizard 
we put onin all our ſpecious preten- 
ces to Honeſty and Juſtice, leſt we 
are at laſt diſcovered to be what we 


really 
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really are, and will by no means 
own. By how many horrible and 
repeated Oaths will not ſometimes a 
greedy Tradeſman endeavour to per- 
{wade a credutous Cuſtomer, that he 
ufes. him kindly, -when-at the_ſame 
time his defign is Extortion, and an 
unreaſonable Gain. y 


ARTICLE V. 


1. The Tradeſma#s Apology. 2. Oſury 
generally praFis'd without ſcruple. 
3. Simony what, and bow eluded. 


Tknow 'tis- generally an{wer'd by 
the trading Tribe, That what they 
loſe'by one, they muſt get by an- 
other > That what they loſe - by 
Traſt, they muſt-get by the ready 
penny 3 That conſidering how many, 
and how different hazards they run, 
they are not ſo injuſt as one wonld 
think in ther dealings. So ſtrong are 
the Arguments drawn from Intereſt; 
that they can perſwade a man into 
the belief of his being innocent and 
| gult- 
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guiltleſs, when he commits the horri- 
bleſt of Crimes; as that he may take, 
without ſcruple, from me what is 
really mine, to make up the loſles he 
has ſuffered through other mens e1- 
ther misbehaviour or misfortune ;. or 
that Uſury, ſo much condemn'd by 
the moral part of mankind, and by 
the Goſpel it ſelf, is now no more a 
fin, becauſe. forſooth, of what men 
call dammum emergens , and lucrum 
ceſſarns, of the damage we are thought 
to be expoſed to, by lending our 
money, or upon the account of mil- 
ſing 1n the mean time of a ſeaſonable 
opportunity of improving 1t 3 which 
two things, ſince they may always be 
pretended to, there can be no ſuch 
thing in the world as a finfal Uſury, 
though the Goſpel tells us in plain 
terms, date mutunm,  nihil inde ſpe- 
rantes; lend your money without 
the very hopes of recovering any. 
thing thereby more than your prin- 
cipal : So far it is from allowing 
in any caſe of tyrannical Extortians 

and 1njuſt Exactions : But by the deep 
be. reach 
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reach of a preying Infereſt, we un- 
derſtand now better things , fince _ 
contrary to the written Word, Uſu- 
rers muſt be reckon'd as honeſt men 
as any whoſoever, leſt we condemn 
the generality of Traders and Dea]- 
ers either in Goods or Money. 

Simony, that is the ſelling of the 
Spiritual for the Temporal ; as a 
good Eccleſiaſtical Benefice for Gold 
or Silver, was always reputed a grie- 
vous ſin 3 but becanſe this Dotrine 
became troubleſome to the rich Bj- 
ſhops, Abbots and Prebends of 
France, and other Popilh Countries, 
who having at their Gifpoſi ſeveral 
fat Benehces were ftrongly tempted 
to beſtow them npon the moſt deſer- 
ving 3 that1s, in their opinion, up- 
on ſuch as could give moſt money 
for them, they are tallen lackily up- 
on a trick to clear all their Scruples 
about this Subject, and it is this, That 
they are- not to contract in expreſs 
terms with the party, nor to give 
their Bond for ſuch a ſum of Money 
payable at their being inſtall'd in the 


Sp1- 
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Spiritual Employment they are 1n 
purſuit of; They ſhall only be at 
the trouble to let him they deal 
withal underſtand their preſent di- 
olition to a grateful return for the 
Nt he promiſeth to do them gra- 
tis, though in the mean time he be 
very ſure of his reward, or rather 
price, and do expet it no leſs than 
it they were tyed up to the payment 
by all the ſtricteſt Forms of Law 
and Cuſtom. Now all 1s well again, 
and we may by this eafte method 
ſhun all kind of Simony, ſell and 
buy Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, as we do 
other Goods, to the deceiving of men 
indeed, but not of an All-ſeeing 
God, who will both judge and pu- 
nilh our wicked intentions with rhe 


ſame rigour he chaſtiſeth our real 
deeds. 


the Power of Intereſt. 15 


ARTICLE VI. 
1. The obligation 4 reſtoring other 


mens Goods, and good Name not 
minded. 2. The ſureſjt ſign of Re- 
probation, 3. The Caftlts immoral 
advice to rich men. 


The Obligation incumbent upon 
all Mankind, to return other mens 
Goods, and good Name, it wrong- 
fully taken from them, 1s ſo indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſiary, that the ſin can ne- 
ver be remitted without an equal 
compenſation made for the damage 
done 3 #0 remittitur peccatun, miſs 
reſtituatur ablatum : But this Duty 1s 
ſo ſeldom perform'd, that 'tis eaſie to 
ſee what God moſt men ſerve, and 
not very often diſcoursd of neither 
from the Pulpit, as if the Preachers 
thought 1t uſeleſs .to inſiſt upon a 
Subject which men will by no means 
hearken to; and good reaſon, ſay 
they, why they ſhould not, becauſe 
they would beruin'd and undone, jn 
caſe 
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caſe they were per{waded to reſtore 
whatever they had wrongfully taken 
from the poor, or from thoſe rich 
who are now through their oppreſ{i- 
on become poor. I know no ſurer 
ſign of Reprobation than riches thus 
mjuſtly acquired, becauſe ſuch fins 
being ſeldom repented of, harden 
mens hearts againſt all reveal'd and 
natural light. I pity ſuch fort of rich 
men more than I envy 'em, becauſe 
It is hard, if not impoſſible for them 


to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven : The very Dtvines ſometimes, if 
not good men, help them on to their 
ruine, by flattering them through in- 
tereſt in their ſinful ways, or by tel- 
ling them, with fome able Caſ#iſts, but 
very indifferent Chriſtians, that ma- 
king ſuch a figure in the world as 
they do, they are not obliged in con- 
(cence to lay aſide their State and 
Greatneſs, to begger themſelves , 
their Wives and Children , though 
they all hve in the mean time upon 
the. Subſtance of ſuch as ſtarve for 


want of thar own, that they may 
fave 
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fave thcir Souls at ealter rates, as gt- 
ving ſome inconliderable and ſuper- 
fluous part of their Riches to the 
oor, or to thoſe very perſons whom 
they have wrong 'd, if yet in being, 
that all right flowing originally from 
power, what was 1njuſtly got at 
firſt, is at laſt juſily poſlels'd, Tince 
no body is able to take 1t from 
them : Thus the ſtrongeſt ſhall never 
want the deſir'd advice from trim- 
ming, covetous, and conſcienciou(ſ- 
leſs Caſuiſts, to maintain their 1njuſt 
acquifitions. 'Tis by their favour- 
able Decilions , that the Kings of 
Spain retain the Kingdom of Navarr 
during their life ſately, and in good 
conſcience too, as they generally af- 
firm, provided at the hour of death 
they order their SucceſJors to reſtore 
It again to the right Owner, ſ{uppo- 
ſed to be the French King, who like- 
wiſe following the Example of their 
Predeceſſors, leave behind them their 
Orders for the \reſtitution of that 
Kingdom, in hopes to ſave ther ſouls 
by this Caſuiſtical Trick. The Bi- 

C ſhop 
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ſhop of Rome pretends a right to the 
Kingdom of Naples, and upon that 
account to a yearly Homage frem 
the King of Spair, whom he excom- 
municates every year for this 1njult 
uſurpation of what 1s not allowed to 
be really his due : But this Prince un- 
derſtanding, that Gold 1s a better 


Fence againſt the Thunder of the | 


Vatican, than Lawrel was of. old 
againſt that of Jupzter, ſecures him- 


ſelf from it under the ſhelter of a 


heavy Purſe, preſented from time to 
time to his Holineſs by his Ambaſla- 
dour, as/well knowing the 1rreſiſtible 
power of Gold, to which Crown'd 
Heads ſtoop as well as others do. 


ARTICLE VIL 


1.Good and wholeſome advice to Princes, 


i b 
—_—_—_—— — x" 


2. The French Kings Succeſs of late | 


what to be aſcrib'd to. 3. Why the Spa- 
mards are 10t now ſo great Politici- 
ans as they were of ola. 


For let men pretend what they | 


pleaſe, it 15 not 1n thar power to re- 


fa(t 


* 
Be 
L.# : 

bo 

: 
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fiſt the Charms of this bewitching 
Metal : Upon this account 't1is a piece 
of Wit and Wiſdom too in a Prince 
to be(tow large Salaries upon his chick 
Miniſters of State, leſt they be tem- 
pted through want to comply with 
the ſecret Offers of a rich Enemy. 
This Maxim 1s carctully obſcrv'd by 
the French King, no Prince in E#- 
rope allowing , or perhaps able to 
allow greater Salaries to ſuch as he 
thinks fit to be employed 1n State 
Atfairs : Hence 1t 1sthar he 1s ſeldom 
betrayed by his Subjects , not that 
they are of a more generous temper 
than other people, bur becauſe their 
covctouſneſs being glutted at home, 
they are not {o ecafily overcome by 
what may be offered them from a- 
broad. The French King owes not 
only the Loyalty of his chict Sub- 
jects to his great Rewards, but like. 
wiſe almoſt all his Conqueſts, and 
the great Reputation he has got of a 
{ucceſsful Politician. The Spaniards 
of late are no more eſteem'd for 


their Politicks, as they were of old, 
C'2: though 
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though they be ſtill the very ſame 
Men;, of the ſame Temper and 
Reach, and as wiſe as ever; but 
the ſecret of the matter 1s, that they 
have wanted for ſeveral years the | 
neceſſary Tool to ſhew themſelves | 
great Politicians ; that 1s, Money e- } 
nough to put in Execution their Pro- 
jects either of Peace or War. Is 
an eaſte matter for a ſenſible man to 
nmagine great things, and great de- 
ſigns ; yea, and to propoſe to him- 
{clf the fitteſt Methods to compals 
'em 3 but when all this 1s done, it he 
15 not able to bring his Speculations 
to practice , for want of the great 
Inſtrament to put Politick Projects 
in execution, Gold and Silver, his 
Enterpriſes may eaſily miſcarry, not 
only to the loſs of his Goods and 
Eſtate, but alſo of his former Repu- * 
tation of Wit, Conduct, Judgment | 
and Infight in Afﬀairs: Whereas, it 
he were ſufficiently provided with 
Riches and Treaſure, were he but a 
man of an ordinary reach, he might * 
undoubtedly take ſuch meaſures as 
would 


» 
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would ſoon gain him the Fame of 
an extraordinary Politician : So the 
Spanivrds, 1 fancy, when they are 
once become as rich as formerly 
they were, will on a ſudden turn 
g00d Politicians again 3 and if the 
French King's Treaſures, .by an_cafte 
turn of the Wheel, 1n caſe his Ene- 
mies can but agree a while among 
themſelves, are once exhauſted, I am 
much miſtaken 1f he proves not a 
very inſignificant Politician, and his 
State-Council too as weak as that of 
Spain 1s of late thought to be. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


1. What enconrageth men moſt to write, 
or to do great things. 2, Our chief 
inducement to ſerve Gol. 3. Few 
Produfions of this Age to be admi- 
red, and why. 


We owe to Intereſt the very Life 
of our Soul; that is, Wit and Inge- 
nuity : For whatever may be the per- 
fections and natural endowments of 

C 2 the 
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the Soul, it 1s certain, that ſhe 1sne- 
ver able to exert her natural Abilities 
without the help of a proportion- 
able reward either of profit, pleaſure 
or honour, becauſe, as I have made 

it out in another Dif- 
* 4A Diſcewſe courſe *, 'tis not in our 
of Wit, ; 

Nature to do our utmoſt 
1n any buſineſs, unleſs we are encou- 
rag'd by ſomething thought worth 
our while : yea, God himlſclt 1s ſerv'd 
by Mankind chiefly upon the account 
of the happineſs we expect from him, 
though becauſe of his infimite pertfe- 
Ction alone, and the incomprehenſi- 
ble excellency of his Nature, he de- 
ſerves all our ſubmiſſions and ſervices 
whatſoever. We need not then won- 
der to meet with ſo few Productt- 
ons in this, though not unlearned 
Age, that deſerve to be admired , 
becauſe of the little encouragement 
to be hopd for from rich men, who 
if they cannot, or have not leiſure 
enough to improve their own natu- 
ral abilities, ſhould by their Purſes 
contribute to the improvement of 


others, 
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others, and of themſelves likewile by 
the peruſal of ſuch productions as 
their liberaliry might give birth to. 
Though 1 doubt not but that there 
are ſeveral in Europe, yea, and m 
this very Nation ſome, capable of 
writing as well as ever Maro wrote, 
yet hitherto we have no piece Cx- 
tant comparable to his excellent Po- 
em, becauſe of the want of a gene- 
rous Mecenas to encourage lo great 
and noble undertaking : tor nothing 
more true than this common word, 
Sint Mecenates non derunt Flacce Ma- 
rOnes. 

True it 1s, that ſome, as the de- 
lervedly renown'd Robert Boyle , 
write meecrly for the benefit and 1n- 
{traction of Mankind , without any 
proſpect of Gain or Preferment by 
their daily Studies: but beſides, that 
this 1s the very Intereſt they purſue, 
and the end they chictly aim at, they 
owe the improvement of their great 
(zeniss's to the good Eſtates God has 
bleſsd them with 5 whereby being 
treed from thoſe Cares and Troubles 
C 4 tha 
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that other, no leſs Noble Minds, 
groan under, they. may more eaſily, 
and with better ſucccls than others, 
apply them(clves to the promoting of 
the good of Mankind by real know- 
ledge. 


ARTICLE 


1. Plenty the occaſion of moſt mens Ho- 
neſty. . 2. The Opinion of the Vulgar 
of ſuch as are not able to pay their 
Debts. 3. Advice to rich men. 


I ſhall add in this place a word no 
leſs true than what I have ſaid hither- 
to, That moſt men owe not only 
their Learning to their Plenty, but 
likewiſe their Vertue and their Ho- 
neſty: For how many thouſands hve 
now m the world in great Eſteem, 
and I conteſs deſcrvedly too, for their 
Morality, for their honeſt and juſt 
Dealings with all Mankind, who if 
they were put to their ſhifts, as others 
as honeltly inchn'd are, would ſoon 
loſe their Reputation, yea, turn 


Rogues 
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Rogues and Knaves too, as the Vul- 
ear think, and call generally ſuch as 
are not able to pay their Debts? I 
queſtion not but Want and Self-pre- 
ſervation would put ſome of them 
upon thoſe very hard ſhifts they now 
blame ſo much .in-.others.. I would 
then adviſe them, when they lay that 
part of the Lord's Prayer, &* ne 0s 
inducas in tentationem, and lead us not 
into temptation, tO remember , that 
by this Expreſſion they defire that 
God would be pleasd not to expole 
them to an extream want and pover- 
ty, as proving the too frequent oc- 
calion of the greateſt Immoralities. 


SE LICGCETE IL 
i. What Covetuonuſneſs driveth ſome men 
to. 2. The common practice of inviting 
other Princes Subjeds to betray their 
Maſters not allowable, tho in an open 
War. 3. The vain pretences of CaſU- 
its favoring it. | 


Tis true, it Poverty drive ſome 


men upon Projects they under better 
Cir- 
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Circumſtances. would heartily abhor, 
Covetouſncſs prefliing no leſs hard 
upon others, maketh them ſtick at 
nothing that can increaſe their Trea- 
ſure. How great a ſin Treaſon is, 
and how heinous a Crime *tis for a 
man to betray the Trult he 1s ſworn 
to, 1s ſo generally known, that I 
need not tell you 'tis alum per ſe, a 
thing evil m 1ts own nature, and 77- 
trinſecally not only extrinſecally, 1f 
I may ſo ſay, and upon the account 
of ſome Written Law or other that 
forbids it : Nevertheleſs, what more 
common than to-ſce Servants betray 
their Maſters, Subjects their Princes, 
and ſometunes Wives and Children 
their very Fathers, tor a Sum of Mo- 
ney? *o true it 1s, that the deteſta- 
ble hunger after Gold and Silver, aur? 
ſacra fames, forceth men ſometimes 
upon the horrideſt Crimes. Bat it 
Treaſon be ſuch a heinous fin, it 1s 
never lawful for any man to be inſtru- 
mental*to the committing of it, as 
thoſe arc, whoin an open War con- 
quer Cities by corrupting and bri- 
bing 


HIPS; 
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bing their Governours to betray 
thar Maſters ; yet this Antichriftian 
Practice 1s common all the Chriſtian 
World over, as much as any where 
elſe. The Caſniſts, I know, who take 
upon them ſometimes to excuſe the 
greateſt faults, eſpecially of Princes 
and Great Mcn , whom they have 
perhaps ſome reaſon to flatter, pre- 
tend, that a declared War 1mplies an 
implicite leave to do one another all 
the hurt they can by what means ſo- 
ever: But ſurely, {ince this 18 to be 
underſtood of lawful means, it is 
clear, that to decoy another Princes 
Subject into a Trealonable Practice 
againlt his Soveraign, 1s ſinful : If 
Princes were made ſcnlible of their 
Guilt in inch kind of proceedings , 
they would act more Chriſtianly and 
more generoully with their very Ene- 
mies, 1n cale Intereſt hindered them 
not ſometimes to ſee what in conſct- 
ence they ought to ſhun. May not 
I be allowed in this place to adviſe 
the FrenchKing's Caſuiits to look nar- 
rowly into this matter,and to conſider 


ſeri - 
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ſeriouſly by what means they can 
clear their maſter's Conſcience, if he 
has made any Conquelſts, as ſome ſay 
he has, by drawing other Princes 
Subjects into Treaſon and Rebellion, 
things ſinful in their ownnature, as 
- {aid before, and not meerly becauſe 
they are forbidden. 


ado... A ttt. tt re a. —_ 


ARTICLE AL 


1. Falſe Oaths not much ſcrupled = 


this Age. 2. The Turks not ſo 
guilty of ſuch Crimes as ſome Chri- 
ſtians. 3. The Breach of a Trea- 


ty ſolemnly ſworn to, ſeverely pu- 
m 


ſd. 


But what greater ſin than the will- 
ful breach of lawtul Oaths ? Thongb 
Jjudg*d always, and by all Nations, 
of a ſacred nature, and inviolable , 
yet very often an incon{iderable 1n- 
tereſ[t, hike Alexander's Sword break- 
ing through 'em, unties ſoon all theſe 
Gordian Knots : How many ſwear 
daily before Judges to what they 
Know 
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know to be wholly falſe, that they 
may mortgage a Houſe, or an Eſtate 
the Second or Third time, or take 
away a man's Lite, who perhaps they 
are ſure is not guilty of the Crime 
they perfidioutly "charge 'him-with ? 
Yea, I am credibly intorm'd , that 
in a Neighbour-Nation 'tis uſual for 
the Countrey People and Tenants, 
when they are told of their maſters 
being engaged 1n a Suit at Law,to tell 
them, that they are ready to ſwear 
to whatever they ſhall think fit and 
neceſlary to be done for the Gain of 
the Cauſe. If this be true, as ſome 
ſay 'tis, the Turks themſclves are bet- 
ter Moraliſts than ſeveral reputed 
Chriſtians : for how covetous ſoever 
they are thought to be, they gene- 
rally ſcraple to gain money by flat 
Lies, Calummes and falſe Oaths, and 
it of late they have not appear'd fo 
ſteady to their werd, by the breach 
of a Twenty Years Truce with the 

_ Emperour oft Germany; beſides, that 
they were ſtrongly tempted to this fin 
by a moſt Chrititan Prince, they in- 
genuoulty 


| 
| 
f 
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genuouſly confeſs the hand of God 
to he heavy upon them for commit- 
ting ſuch a great Crime; which 
ſhews in ſome meaſure how ſenſible 
they are of foul and treacherous 
Dealings 3 which they accuſe us moſt 
commonly of ever ſince the perfidi- 
ous practice of that-King of Hungary, 
who by the per{waſton of an intere- 
ſted Cardinal, broke his Promiſe to 
the Grand Seignior, then 1n Perſra 
with his wholc Forces, though not. 
long before he had ſworn upon the 
Goſpel to a ſolemn Truce with him : 
But the all-Juſt God puniſh'd moſt ſe- 
verely the Impicty of the Chriſtians 
in the day of Battle ; for the Turkiſh 
Emperour {ecing the Victory incline 
at firſt towards the Hungarians, took 
the Treatiſe {worn to by the Chriſtt- 
ans out of his bolome, pronouncing 
theſe obſervable words, Jeſus of Ga- 
lilee , 7f thou be really God, as the 
— ſay thorn art, ſhew this day 
thy Power againſt thoſe perfidionus Vil- 
lains who have thus taken thy Name in 
vain, His Prayer was uninediately 


heard, 
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hea rd, and the Chriſtians on a ſudden 
giving way to their Enemies, were 
unmercifully hewed down by the vi- 
torious Tark,. the King himſfelt, and 
the Treacherous Cardinal not elſca- 
ping the dint of the Sword. 


ARTICLE XI. 


1. The Breach of ſolezim Treaties upon 

the acconnt of Intereſt, too frequent 
among Chriſtians. 2. Why, and 
 Hpon what Penalty the Papiſts are 


oblig'd to break their Oaths made to 
maintain Hereſte, 3. Equivocation 


and Mental Reſervation tanght and 
allowed of by the Caſuiſts. 


Though nothing ſhould be more 
binding than an Cath, yet if we 
look narrowly mto the general pra- 
ctice of mankind, it binds nolonger 
than men think it thar advantage to 
keep it. This ſeems to be the ever 
Condition to. be underſtood in all 
Publick Treaties confirm'd by Oaths, 
lince the Chnittians, to their ſhame. 


make 


-. _—— 
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make as little ſcruple to break them 
as the Mahometans upon the firſt ap- 
pearance of their Interelt : For what 
other Apology can we make for the 


breach of a perpctual Peace, or a 


Temporal Truce between Natnon and 
Nation, ſo ſoon as we find our ſelves 
in a poſture to en(Jave our unthink- 
ing Neighbours ? Bur I doubt, it the 
great Rewarder of Vertues, and Pu- 
niſher of Crimes, will hold us guilt- 
leſs when we break our Oaths and 
Promiſes, becauſe, forſooth, we find 
it our intereſt to act contrary to what 
we had (worn or promis'd. The Pa- 


-piſts are generally thought to be more 


obnoxious to the breach of Oaths 
than any other people 1n the world, 
and deſervedly too, it we conlider, 
that others break their Oaths through 
Humour, and the Papilts by Princi- 
ple: I ſpeak of ſuch Oaths as relate 
to the maintaimng of Hereticks and 
Hereſie, which they are obligd not 
to ſtand to, under a no leſs pam 
than that of Eternal Damnation, in 
caſe they are in a poſture to break 
them 
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them ſafely, and without danger for 
themſelves, by deſtroying ſuch as they 
call Hereticks : It were uſeleſs to give 
inſtances_ of this common practice, 
ſince the learned part of the world 
is ſufficiently ſatisfied of the_Truth 
of the matter. Beſtdes what has 
been already ſaid, Two things the 
Papiſts have contrived, and I am 
afraid the Proteſtants hkewiſe make 
ſometimes nſe of them both upon 
occaſion, to ſwear without any ſcru- 
ple, according to the Dictates of their 
own intereſt : and theſe are Mental 
Reſcrvation and Equivocation, both 
invented to untie all the Knots of 
Humane Society, but with a deſign 
to promote private mens Temporal 
Concerns: for whena man is obliged 
v>y his Oath to declare whatever he 
S inows of any particular matter of 
&_ +2, the ungodly and intereſted Ca- 
/*i/t will ſoon refolve him upon the 
Matter, that he may ſwear to the 
Caſe propos'd in ſome ſence or other 
tnat may ſecure the Intereſt he 1s e1- 
tnherm purtiit or poſſeſſion of, which 
D 4s 
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15 all that he cares for : But the Caſu- 
iſts bait to draw him into this wic- * 
kedneſsis this, That he clears his Con- : 
{cence hkewife by telling him, that 
what he does he may lawtully do, 
without any offence, though I doubt : 
it either the Caſ#iſt or his Pupil can 
be {o invincibly ignorant as not to 
underſtand, that in all proceedings 
of this kind there 1s ſtill a cheat put 
upon Man, and conſequently a fin 
committed againſt God. But thus 
prevailing Intereſt puts a Vel before 
their Eyes, though I fear, not to the 
quieting of a diſturb'd Conſcience, 
becauſe that part of man's Soul, if | 
I may ſo ſpeak, commonly called | 
Conſcience, 1s incorruptible, and not | 
ealily blinded either whatever may | 


be our endeavours to ſtifle its re- 
morſe. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


t. Why the Begging Popiſh Orders 
preach ſo often for Almſ-giving. 
2. And why ſome- others handle ſq 
ſeldom this SubjeF. 3. Why few 
write after they are got into prefer- 
ment. 


But what is an inducement to fin, 
and ſometimes to the greateſt of 
Crimes , is often the occaſion and 
chief cauſe of good and laudable 
ations : This I ſay, becauſe I have 
obſerved in Popiſh Countries, that 
the Preachers generally, eſpecially of 
the Begging Orders, employ all the 
force of Art and Eloquence, to ſhew 
the great Ment, , as they ſpeak, of 
Almſ-grving. My defign is not to 
blame them for ſerving thus the poor, 
but only by the way, to give an ac- 
count of this odd Phenomene, viz. 
Why they inſiſt more frequently up- 
Jon this Subject than the Hol/and 
EF Preachers, and thote of ſome other 

D 2 Couns 
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Countries, ſince tis confeſs'd on all 
hands, that what is given to the poor 
tor God's ſake, it it be not meritor1- 
ous, as I believe it 18 not in the rt- 
Jour, 1s at leaſta very ready means 
to procure from our heavenly Father 
a full remiſhon of our fs. It 1s ea- 
lic to find out the Reaton of this dif- 
ferent behaviour of the Begging Po- 
piſh Tribe from other Preachers, that 
cither are richer, or depend not fo 
much upon the publick Wile roletiee, 
becauſe the firſt know they are to be 
the beſt ſharers themſelves in the 
Alms they exhort the people ſo ear- 
neſtly to; and it the latter are not 
generally fo zealous upon this Sub- 
ict, 'tis for ought I know upon this 
account, that their Example might 
reaſonably be expected by the people, 
wich perhaps many of 'em are not 
willing to vive, leaſt they ſhould 
lave I to {pcnd in Superfluinies. 
| mult obſerve to you in this place a 
thing ſomewhat related to the Pre- 
miles,that though iame teach, preach, 
an} wic, with all imaginable zcal, 

111 
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in defence of the Religion they pro- 
fes, yet if we may judge of their 
deligns by their delicious and 1dle 
life after they have got into the long 
wiſh'd for preferment, we have rea- 
ſon to doubt if this was not-the ehict 


thing they aim'd at. 
ARTICLE XIV. 


1. The Popiſh Principles coin d in the 
Mint of Intereſt. 2. Purgatory how 
advantageous to Rome. J. A ſhort 
account of the Virgin Mary of Lo- 
retto, 


But to purſue my deſign ſomewhat 
more particularly, I ſhall mind you 
of another ſelt-evident Truth, That 
the new Dodtrines of the Church of 
Rome have been all coin'd in the 
Mir;: of Intereſt. For 1. The Pa- 
piſts conſidering, that the Belief of 
a Purgatory contributed more than 
any thing elſe to the increaſe of the 
Revenue of their Church , agreed 
together in the Conventicle of Tremt, 
D 3 to 
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to make it an Article of Divine Faith, 
That the Romar Catholicks might be 
oblig'd for ever, to pay into the 
Church the Daily and Yearly Rent 
it produceth ; and that the fimple Bi- 
gots might be the more encourag'd 
to redeem themſelves out of its 
flames with ready Mcney, their Do- 
ors do generally teach, That they 
are every whit as violent and ſcorch- 
ing as the fire of Hell it ſelf, with 
the difference only in their duration, 
which they allow to be longer. or 
ſhorter, according to the greater or 
ſmaller Sum given to ſhorten the 
Soul's ſtay in Purgatory. I ſhould 
wonder then it Rowan Catho- 
licks, being once perſwaded, that 
there 1s ſuch a place as this 1s, and 
that they may ſuffer there the horr1- 
bleſt torments imaginable ſeveral 
hundreds of years together, it tney 
leave not to the Church a part of 
what they have, to redeem their 
Souls out of fuch a Priſon as tis 1s 
ſuppoſed to be : I ſhould wonder, I 
ſay , if they payed not liberally en 

this 
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this life, to eaſe themſelves of the 
torments of the other, which they 
think the very Venzal, as they ſpeak, 
and ſlighteſt ſins expole them to. 
Upon this account I was not at all 
amaz'd, during my long Refidence 
in, and Travels through Popiſb 
Countries, to ſee ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Money payed daily and yearly into 
the Charch-Exchequer, and far leſs 
to hear the Prieſts preach to the pec- 
ple, with ſo much true, or counter- 
teited zeal, the danger they were 1n 
to ſuffer in Purgatory, a fire to 
which all our fierceſt fires being, 
compared, are but painted ones, and 
flames in repreſentation only, and 
that perhaps till the day of Judg- 
ment, unleſs they prudently took 
care before ther departure out of 
this world, to lay down to them 
their Ranſom. 2. The Romiſh In- 
vocation of Saints 1s ſuch another 
piece of intereſted Contrivance : 
When a Saint is once Canoniz'd, it 
the Prieſts can but impoſe upon the 


credulous multitude a Miracle done 
D 4 by 
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by or at his Image, they have done 
their buſineſs effeftually, the Con- 
vent 1s on a ſudden enrichd by the 
daily concourſe of filly people with 
Preſents, for Maſles to be ſaid in the 
Honour of the Saint to their intenti- 
ons : Pilzrims flock thither 1n crowds, 
but never with empty hands, leſt the 
Prieſts ſhould not make them wel- 
come. *'Tis well known what infi- 
nite Riches the Chappel of the Virgin 
Mary of Loretto, has already brought, 
and 1s as yet like to bring to the 
Church of Rome, by the groſs Con- 
trivance of a ſtrange Fable about its 
Tranſportation to the place where 
tas now ſupposd to be. The Story 
in ſhort, according to the very Ro- 
miſh Authors, runs thus : It was firſt 
built in Nazareth, carried from thence 
into Dalmatia by an Angel, where, 
becauſe it ſtood upon a picce of 
litigions ground, Two Brothers, it 
I miſremember not, diſputing whoſe 
it ſhould be, it was removed into a 
Wood in Traly, but the peoples De- 
votion being diſturb'd there, by the 


 Ban- 
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Banditi, 1t was at laſt tranſported to 
the place, where 1t 15 Now tO remain 
till ſome other inconveriency hap- 
pening occaſion us Fourth remo- 
val. OR. © Sk 


= vp 1 - 


AR TICEE KY 


1. The abuſe of- Popiſh Inaulyences. 
2. The Advantage accrewing to 
Prieſts from their pretended Power 
over Chriſt's Natural Body. 3. The 
Canonization of Saints a meer Con- 
trivance to enrich Rome. 


Indulgences in their firſt inſtitution 
were nothing elſe but a renntton of 
Canonical Pains; that is, of Pains 
inflicted by the Canons of the Church, 
which, no doubt, had power like. 
wiſe to remit them : but Covetoul- 
neſs 1oon ftretch'd thei farther, and 
to other cnds, and chictly to the ga- 
thering of Moneys for the ule of the 
Pope and his Cardinals, who made 
the1gnorant Mobile bcleve, that by 
talting, praying in forme fct ans 
an 
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and particularly, by paying certain 
Sums appointed, according to every 
mans ability, they ſhould not only 
eaſe the Souls of the departed of 
their torments, but likewiſe deliver 
them out of Purgatory, This abuſe 
ingenuouſly acknowledg'd by ſome 
Popiſh Authors, gave occaſion to a 
thorow Reformation, firſt in Ger- 
many, and afterwards in moſt parts 
of Exrope. But nothing ſtirr'd up 
more the deluded Chriſtian Princes, 
to enrich the Popiſh Clergy , than 
their being wrought into the belief 
of the Prieſts pretended Power over 
Chriſts Natural Body ; which, if true, 
would feem to imply ikewiſe an ab- 
ſolute Power over his Political Bo- 
dy; thatis, over all the Members of 
the Catholick Church. At leaſt, it 
is certain the Romiſh Prieſts look up- 
on the firſt as an Article of Divine 
Faith, ſince they hold [ranſubſtantiation 
to be one : ani I may ſately ſay they 
pretend hkewile to the latter, exalt- 
ing themjelves above all that is called 
God, Bat not to alarm too much the 
world 
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world with their ambitious Projedts, 
they allow the Pope to be Soveraign 
18 ſpiritual things only, not 1n tem- 
poral concerns. This famous diſtin- 
Giorf, narrowly look'd into, 1s frivo. 
lous, and. chiefly..invented _to_ de- 
ceive the unwary, there being ſuch 
a connection between the ſpiritual 
and the temporal, that whoſoever 
is ſuppoſed to be Maſter of the for- 
mer, may diſpoſe of the latter at lus 
pleaſure, as whoever Lords over my 
Soul, may influence as he pleaſes my 
body, becauſe the motions of the 
one depend much upon the free or 
neceſſary determinations of the 0- 
ther. However, to return to what I 
firſt hinted at, the pretended Power 
of Prieſts over Chriſts Body , has 
been one of the Chiet Cauſes, and 
the Original Prop of the now Popiſh 
Grandeur : For no wonder, if the 
Laicks are real Slaves to ſuch as they 
look upon as the Makers, and abſo- 
late Maſters, in a manner, of Chriſts 
Body, fince they can multiply it, 
they ſay, as often as they confecrate 
Bread 
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Bread and Wine. Their Churchmen 
owe to this aflum'd Power the infinite 
Treaſures of Gold and Silver thoy 
are poſleſsd of, there being few 
Churches in any conſiderable City , 
but which are richly turmiſh'd with 
golden Melchiſedecks, as they call 
them in Flanders, or Suns, as they 
{ſpeak in France, to lodge the Conſe- 
crated Wafer 1n, belides Altars of 
Maſly Gold and Silver, Golden Cups 
of all ſorts, and other .precious Or- 
naments belonging to the Workman- 
{hip of their own hands, Chrilt's Bo- 
dy, by an imaginary , that 1s, anin- 
vilible Miracle, tranſubſtantiated. The 
Canomization of ther Saints 1s like- 


wiſe a groſs Contrivance, to enrich ” 


that part of the Roxri/o Church which 
reſides at Rome: Without Money, 
and a great deal too , there is no 
hopes of ever being ca9n7z'4 there, 
the Expence amounting, at leaſt, to 
fifty or threcicore thoutand Crowns, 
payed commonly either by ſome Po- 
piſh Prince, or by the Religious Or- 
ders whom the Caroriz'd Saint, when 
alive, 


a 
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alive, bclong'd to ; which gave oc- 
caſion to- a Jeſuit, of my acquain- 
tance, in France, to ſay, That he 
defired no more Canomz'd Saints 1n 
his Order, leaſt 1t ſhould be ruin'd 
by the extravagant Expences of their 
Canonization. 


ARIICLE XVL 


1. The Worſhip of the Dead uſeful to the 
Living. 2. Popiſh Proceſſions. 3. W hy 
Debates about the true Relick of 4 
Saint are never determined in the Po- 
piſh Countries, 


This minds me of ſome other pi- 
ous Frauds of great benefit, to moſt 
Roman Catholick Cities : Among theſe 
LI need only mention the Religions 
Worlhp of the Dead, though there 
be no Revelation of their being in 
Heaven. A City becomes ſoon rich 
encugh to be envied, 1f 1t can but 
be policts'd of the Body of a Repu- 
ted Saint or Martyr: For then the 
people repair from all parts to his 
Shrine, 
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Shrine, to 1mplore God's afliſtance by 
his Merits, as they ſpeak, or Media- 
tion, to the great advantage of the 
| Citizens, who are more enrich d by 
the Money Strangers ipend with 
them, both upon Neceſlaries and Sn- 
perfluities, than the Saint 1s honour'd 
either by their Prayers directed to 
him, or by the frequent Maſſes 
ſaid at certain rates in his Honour, 
To allure the greater Crowds to this 
Religious kind of Fair, they make, 
at appointed times of the Year, fo- 
lemn Proceſfſions, with all imaginable 
Pomp and Magnificence , omitting 
nothing of Show and Pageantry that 
can contribute to the contenting of 
Peoples Curioſity, and encreafing the 
Solemnity of the Day, which begun 
with Superſtitious and Pagan-like De- 
votions, ends at laſt in Debauchery, 
Feaſtings, and all other Recreations 
both lawful and unlawtul. The Vi- 
Qualling and Publick-Houſes are 
ſure to be provided abundantly with 
all Neceilaries upon ſuch occaſions, as 
gaining then more ſometimes in a few 

days, 
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days, than they do during the great- 
eſt part of the Year, by their ordi- 
nary and daily trading. And this is 
the Reaſon why, it there ariſe any 
Debate about the true Relick of a 
Saint, as there 1s about-St: Johrr Bap- 
tiſf's Head to be found in Two dif- 
ferent Cities in Exrope : It can never 
be compoſed , becauſe one of the 
contending Parties muſt beat a leſs 
by a final deciſion of the buſineſs : 
So that every City ſtands up as {tifly 
in the Vindication of the Relick the 
Citizens are in poſſeſſion of, as if it 
were, as really 1t 1s, 11 1ts yearly pro- 
duct, a good part of their Eſtates. 


SCIICEE!' XS 
1. What ſort of Images moſt in Eſteene 
in the Church of Rome. 2. The 
Proofs of a Miracle done by a Po- 
piſh Image, or Statue. 3. The Hi- 
ftory of the Holy Vial, cemmenty 
called La Sainte ampoulle. 


'Tis upon the ſame account thae 
Images, not miraculous, are cf httle 
Or 
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or no value in the Roxriſh Convents, 
becauſe they are looked upon but as 
barren Ornaments, that ſerve only 
to adorn their Walls, and not to 
feed their dainty Palates : But their 
delign'd work 1s done, if they can 
but once perſwade the people, that 
ſome have been deliver'd from dan- 


gerous Diſtempers, by praying to 


the Saint betore his Image cr Sta- 
tue, which they never fail to take 
evidence of by cngaging the Man or 
the Woman upon whom the pretend- 
ed Viracle is wreught, to hang upin 
the Church or Chappel, a4 perpetuan 
rez memoriart, mw remembrance for 
ever of the wonder, the figure of 
that part of the Body, which 18 ſaid 
tobe curcd, cither in Gold or $1] ver, 
or m Wax at leaſt, in caſe the con- 
cern party cannot be at greater Ex- 
pences : Now this Ceremony 1s al- 
ways attended with great Liberah- 
ties to the good Fathers, who do of- 
ten Jaugh heartily in their Long 
Sleeves, at the ſimplicity of the cre- 
dulons multitude, fo eaſily decoy'd 
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into the belief of whatever they 
pleaſe to impoſe upon them. Such 
another kind of pions Frand 1 the 
Holy Oyl, or rather Vial, La Sazzte 
ampoulle, which IT have teen in the 
Church of St. Rexrigiys of Reims, in 
Champagne : It was brought from 
Heaven by a Pigeon, to anoint the 
firſt Chriſtian King of Fraxce, the 
Oyl being 1n a congeal d-like form, 
and made uſe of in the Coronation 
of the French Kings, without any 
real , if you bcheve the Common 
People , or at leaſt , without any 
{enſible diminution of 1ts Subſtance, 
becauſe of the little quantity they 
take of 1t, to gas with other Oyls, 
in order to the anointing of a new 
King : Is 1t not {trange, that ſuch a 
&rols and groundleſ(s Fable as this ts, 
{hould paſs fo current and ancontro- 
verted among {cn{ible men, that the 
Citizens of Rezzzs have created des 
Chevaliers de la Sainte ampoulle , 
Knights of the Holy Vaal to be 1ts 
Angel-Guardians , leſt any body 
ſhould rob them of it: Yet Iam of 

|» Op1- 
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Opinion, leſt 1 ſhould think them 
down-right Fools, that their Zeal 
for its preſervation is not ſo much 
grounded upon their belief of the 
Truth of the thing, becauſe I can 
by no means believe 'em fo ſilly and 
ſenſeleſs, as upon the great advanta- 
ges they get weekly and yearly by 
keeping 1t within their own Walls, 
firſt from all ſorts of Strangers going 
thither very thick, to ſee what ſort 
of Qyl is made in Heaven : ſecondly, 
from the King and the whole Court, 
during their ſtay there, both before 
and after the Coronation 1s over. 


ARTICLE* XVIIL 


I. Rome's Politicks. 2. The Fond of 
the Apoſtolick Chamber. 3. The late 
Pope's Zeal. 


No City in the World has greater 
Politick Fetches for Intereſt ſake 
than Rome it (elf, as I have already 
intimated in another place : So that 
if ſhe 1s not Miſtreſs of the ae as 
Or- 
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formerly ſhe was, by the force of 
Arms, {he ſtill maintains her Sove- 
raign Dominion by her Spiritual 
Tricks, not eaſily ſuſpected by ſuch 
as being in love with implicite Faith, 
ſubmit blindly . their . Necks..to.. her 
Yoke. 


Roma Caput mundi quicquid non poſ- 
ſrdet armis. 
Religione tenet. 


Though ſhe has loſt the Peter's 
Pence , and many other Caſualties 
that enrich'd her of Old, neverthe- 
leſs 'tis incredible what vaſt ſums of 
Money (he draws out of all parts of 
Europe, upon pretended Religious 
Accounts. The Amrnates, as the 
French call them, and the Firſt Fruits 
of every inferiour Benefice, as well 
as of the greater ones, bring Yearly 
vaſt Treaſures into the Romiſh Ex- 
chequer. The Poſletiion taken of 
all Ecclefiaſtical Benefices, of any 
valuable Revenue, is confirm'd by 
the Pope's Patents : But this Confir- 


E 2 mation _ | 


52 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


mation 1s never granted gratis , the 
Price thercot being ſent to the Apo- 
ſtolick Chamber, or to be payed to 
the Pope's immediate Officers upon 
the place. The Rate of what 1s 
called Pallinz Archiepiſcopale , the 
Archbifhop's Cloak, 1s always Four 
Thouſand Crowns at leaſt ; which 
muſt needs amount to a vaſt deal of 
Money, it we conlider the great 
number of Popiſh Archbiſhops in E- 
rope alone: To ſay nothing neither 
of frequent Diſpenſations of Age, of 
Nearneſs in Blood, of Irregularities 
to qualifie a Woman or a Man for 
Marriage, or Pricſthood 5 nor of dat- 
ly Appeals to the Pope from all parts 
of Europe, always dearly payed for, 
though with ſome regard to every 
man's private abtlity z The Popes ve- 
ry Zeal tor the propagation of the 
Popiſh Religion, 1s nor fo much diſ- 
intereſted, as thoſe who ſee no fur- 
ther than the out-{1de of things, may 
perhaps fancy. {rnocent the Ele- 
venth was deſervedly commended 
tor lending the Emperorr, and the 


King 
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King of Poland Money towards a vi- 
gorous proſecution of the War a- 
gainſt the Tirks + But this was lend- 
ing of Money to good ule, {ince the 
1 New Conqueſts of Hx»gary, and 0- 
| ther Neighbour Countnes, may prove 
in time as beneficial to Rome, as to 
the Emperour himſelt, conſidering 
the great and uſurp'd power of the 
Pope over ſuch people as have not 
maintain'd from time to time their 
Priviledges, 1n oppolition to the 1n- 
juſt encroachments of Pricltly Cove- 
touſnels. 


ARIICLE:; XIF. 

I. The Pope Chriſt's pretended Vicar- 
General, 2. His deſign in aſſuming 
this Title, diſcovered. 3. Exceptions 
in Plenary Indulgences and Jubilces. 


Three things more, beſides many 
others that would be too tedious to 
mention here, contribute not a little 
to the maintaining and enriching of 
the City of Rome: The Reſidence of 
Forreign Ambaſladours, of the Heads 
E 3 of 
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of Religious Orders, and now more 
frequent Jubilees than formerly were 
uſed to be. One of the chief Uſur- 
pations of the Popes of Rome, was 
that of the Quality of Chriſt's Vicar- 
General upon Earth, not to mention 
the Title of QOniverſal Biſhop they 
likewiſe laid claim to: But ſurely 
they could not be convinc'd in their 
Judgment, that either of theſe Ti- 
tles did really belong to the Biſhop 
of Rome; becauſe thetirſt is neither 
grounded upon Reaſon, Scripture, 
nor upon, Tradition it ſelf; and the 
latter wotld imply the Biſhop of that 
See to be the only Biſhop in the 
World, or that none are Biſhops but 
by derivation of their Power and 


Dignity from the Pope, which is | 


manifeſtly falſe. Allowing then the 

Popes to have been men of Sence, as 
_ undoubtedly they were, they had 
certainly ſome other fetch than meer 
Ambition, in pretending to ſuch 
tigh and groundleſs Titles : and this 
was nothing elſe but the encreaſe of 
their Treaſures by the great Con- 
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courſe, upon this account , of For- 
reign Ambaſſadours from all Chriſti- 
an Princes to Rowe: To whom they 
have allowed ſuch large Franchiſes, 
that they are become almoſt Maſters 
of that great City, to the impairing 
indeed of the Popes Juriſdiction, but 
to the advantage and enriching of the 
Citizens, becauſe of the vaſt Expen- 
ces of thoſe Forreigners among them, 
whereby they are the better enabled 
to pay the Pope's Taxes. The reſi- 
ding likewiſe of the Generals of moſt 
Rehgious Orders at Roxze, does not 
a little encreaſe his Holineſs's Reve- 
nue : For though ſome of them live 
in other Kingdoms, yet the moſt con- 
ſiderable make their abode there ; 
and the General Congregations, or 
Synods of the Regular Clergy, fit 
commonly upon occaſion in this City, 
whither every Province ſends Depu- 
ties, or Procurators, from other King- 
doms, to debate and decide Matters 
of Concern 3 which muſt needs 
bring great Treaſures to.that City, 


each Religious Envoy being allowed 
= - Fif- 
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Fifty or Threeſcore Pound for the 
Expence of his Journey , beſides 
what he mult ſpend during his ſta 

in Rowe. Ir 1s likewiſe obſervable, 
that whatever Power 1s given to 
Prieſts 1n Full, Plenary, General In- 
dulzences and Jubilees, to diſpenſe 
with reſerved Cates, the Vows made 
by Votaries ro viſit Saint Peter's 
Church in Rome, are always craftily 
excepted, and reſerv d to the Pope 
alone, that the deluded Romaniſts 
may be ſtill oblig'd to come, and 
ſpend their Money there : But leaſt 
the deſign of Intereſt ſhould be di(- 
covered by the ſuſpicious multitude, 
the Pope never fails to except at the 
ſame time the Vows or Promiſes 
made by the bigotted Papiſts to go 
Pilgrims to Saint James Chappel 1n 
Compoſtella, But I have ſaid nothing 
yet of the Famous Year of the great 
Jubilee, a pretty Contrivance to 
bring 1n all the Waters of Ewrope to 
the Rozrar Malls. It was celebrated 
at firſt but every Hundred Year, and 
afterwards every Fifty Year, but 
now 
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now every Five and Twenty 3 and 
perhaps the Popes will ſome day ſhor- 
\ ten this time too, that they may the 
\ oftner drain the Pockets of the Chrnt- 
ſtians by this ſpiritual and plauſtble 
Trick, 1t being not only a bait for 
the bigotted fort” of Rowan - Catho- 
licks, but likewiſe for curious Prote- 
ſtants, flocking upon ſuch occaſions 
in great Numbers to Rozze, to ſee the 
pompous Superſtitions of the Romiſh 
Church art the very Spring-head. 


ARIICLE XX. 
I. A good Advice to Clients. 2. A 


Scotch Lawyers Anſwer to one of his 
Clients, 23. The late Dake of Lau- 
derdale's Anſwer to the Right Ho- 
zotrable Earl of Rocheſter. 


But let us leave the Court of Rozre 
to conſ1der a little how Intereſt plays 
Its part at the Bar, and in Courts of 
Juſtice, TI ſhall begin with an Advice 
to Chents, not unhke to that which 
I gavein the Diſcourſe of Vit to Pati- 
Ents, 
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ents, not to truſt too much either to 
the undoubted Juſtice of their Caſe, 
or to the great Skill of their Lawyers: 
For grant they are men both of an 
extraordinary Reach and of a very 
good Conſcience too 3 yet 'tis not in 
their power to move briskly, and to 
the purpoſe about your bulineſs, un- 
leſs firſt mov'd by large Fees, either 
ready payed, or in proſpect 5 which 
1s not ſo much to be aſcribd to thar 
Natural Covetoulſneſs, as to the very 
Nature of Mankind : for ſince we 
generally ſerve God chiefly in hopes 
of * the Reward, though infinitely 
beyond our real merits, as I have faid 
betore, 1t 1s not to be expected that 
we ſhould behave our ſelves other- 
wiſe towards men, than upon the 
account of proportionable Returns 
for the Services done 'em. This puts 
me 1n mind of what a Scotch Lawyer 
1s reported to have ſaid to one of his 
Clients, who had delivered up to 
him the Papers relating to his Afairs : 
The Client calling ſome days after to 
know how his Caſe ſtood, and what 
hopes 
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hopes he had of gaining his Cauſe, 
the Lawyer told him, he could not 
read his Papers, though written in a 
very fair hand: The Clhent under- 
ſtanding his meaning, preſented him 
immediately with Five Broad Peices 
of Gold, Two of which the Lawyer 
putting between his Eyes, and the 
Scrowls told him at the ſame time 
he had recover'd his Sight again, and 
both could and would peruſe his Pa- 
pers to the beſt advantage, with the 
help of ſuch Spectacles. But , for 
ought I know of the matter, this ſo- 
11d Metal blinded him, and darkn'd 
rather than clear'd his Underſtand- 
ing: in caſe he knew the Cauſe he 
was to undertake to be unjuſt, or not 
to be gaind but by ſome Trick or 0- 
ther, eaſily found out by experienc'd 


Lawyers, if ſufficiently encourag'd | 


by their Chents. I mult give you 1n 
this place, ſince 1t makes for my pur- 
pole, a not unpleaſant paſſage be- 
tween the late Duke of Lauderdale, 
and the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Rocheſter, as Theard it related by the 


lat- 
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latter to the Honourable Robert Boyle. 
A Scotch Gentleman having intreated 
the Earl of Rocheſter to ſpeak to the 
Duke of Lauderdale upon the account 
of a buſineſs that ſcem'd to be ſup. 
ported by a clear and undoubted 
Right 5 his Lordſhip, very obliging- 
ly, pronisd to do his utmoſt Endea- 
vours to engage the Duke to ſtand his 
Friend in a Concern ſo juſt and fo 
reaſonable as his was; and accord- 
ingly having conferr'd with his Grace 
about the matter, the Duke made 
him this very odd return, That 
though he queſtion'd not the Right 
of the Gentleman he recommended 
to him, yet he could not promiſe 
him an helping hand, and far lels 
{ncceſs 1n his buſineſs, 1f he knew not 
frit the man, whom perhaps his 
Lordſhip had fome Reaſon to con- 


ceal; becauſe, ſaid he to the Earl, If 


your Lordſhip were as well acquainted 
with the Cnitoms of Scotland as I ar, 
you had undoubtedly known this among 
others : Show me the Man, and Iſhall 


ſhow you the Law; giving him to un- 
derſtand, 
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derſtand, that the Law 1n Scotland 
| could protect no man, if either his 
| Purſe were empty, or his Adverſa- 
| ries great men, or ſupported by 
great ones. But may not I beallow- 
ed to ſay, That this 1s not only the 
Cuſtom of Scotland, but of -England 
likewiſe, and of all other Nations of 
the World, men being, as to the pur- 
ſuit of their own Intereſt, much of 
the ſame Temper every where. 


ARTICLE XXL 


1. Judges ſometimes eaſily gaind. 
2. The diſpenſing Power why agrced 
to in thelate Reign. 3. A ſhort ac- 
count of a Popiſh Council held at E- 
denburg , during: the ſlay of the 
Duke of York there. 


But you muſt not gather from the 
Premiſes, That Judges hkewiſe be- 
ing gencrally corrupted, decide mat- 
ters according to the Dictates of ther 
own Intereſt, becauſe whoever 1s 1n 
the wrong, they arc commonly in 

the 
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judge according to the rag, but on- 
ly apparent merits of the Cauſe, and 
according to the Evidences brought 
in before them 3 yet becauſe their 
Verdift is of great weight with the 
Jury, 1f they are either brib'd, or 
corrupted by enjoyed or promiſed 
preferments, they very often turn 
the Scales, either by diſguſing the 
Truth, or by over-awing fuch as 
offer to ſtand up in oppolition to 
their injuſt Deciſtonss We have 
ſeen ſome Examples of this kind in 
the late Reign, when the Diſpenſing 
Power, without conſent of Parha- 
ment, was cryed up, the Judges ha- 
ving either really chang'd their for- 
mer Opinions, or acting 1n that jun- 
ure of Afﬀairs, quite contrary to 
their rcal Sentiments, but yet ac- 
cording to their then Intereſt, be- 
cauſe one would think they could 
not but know, that the Diſpenſing 
Power was either a Popiſh or a French 
Contrivance, to introduce among, us 
firſt Arbitrarv Power, and then Po- 
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pery , by annulling, or which 1s all 
one, by diſpenſing for ever with the 
Fundamental Laws of the Nation, 
or at leaſt with thoſe Laws that 
were chiefly intended to put a ſtop 
to the growth of Popery and Arbitra- 
ry Power. I ſhall ſet down 1n this 
place a famous Inſtance that I am pe- 
culiarly acquainted with , &» cnjws 
pars magna fui, to ſhew how far 
mens Conſciences do ſometimes com- 
ply with their fancied or real advan- 
tages, When the Dake of York was 
High Commiſſioner for King Charles 
the Second, in the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, there was held, by his Orders, 
in Holyrood- Houſe at Edenburgh, a 
Council of Secular Prieſts and Feſu- 
its, to conlult together, whether the 
Duke could lawtully, and in good 
Conſcience , fit as High Commiſſi- 
oner in Parliament : The Caſe was 
clear , and could admit of no Dil- 
pute, according to the Principles of 
his Religion, becauſe he was to con- 
firm as the King's Chict Miniſter 
there, ſuch foregoing Acts of Parhia- 

ment 
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ment as had eſtabliſh'd the Reforma- 
tion, and condemn'd the Popiſh Su- 
perſtitions. Now this being a thing 
held evil of its ſelf by Komar Catho- 
licks, and intrinſecally, walum per ſe, 
and not meerly upon the account of 
1ts being torbidden, by any Superiour 
or Written Law. 1t was 1n no caſe 
lawful for him to co-operate to it, 
either directly or indirectly , cither 
asa principal Agcnrt, or only inſ{tru- 
mentally, and as a meer Subſtitute : 
Yet the Godly Fathers acting in this 
Juncture, in contradiction to thcir 
own conftels'd Principles, concludaed, 
after ſome inconliderable Debate 
about the matter , That the Duke 
might lawtully, and in good Con- 
ſcience fit in Parhamcnt, touch with 
the Scepter 3 that 1s, approve of, and 
ratihie what both he and they called, 
and thought down right Hereltc. $0 
powertul 1s the intluence of Intereſt 
over fome; vea, molt mens Conlct- 
ences, That it ather altcrs thcii 
Judgment, or torceth them 1rrefiftibly 
to act contrary to ther (ctt.ed Opimnt- 
ONS, A - 
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ARTICLE XXIL 


1. The Chief Reaſon why Proteſtants 
turn Papiſts, 2. The ſtrongeſt Po- 
piſh Arenuments front Intereſt. 2. I be 

: Converſion of [earned Roman Catho- 

| licks to Proteſtancy, undoubtedly ſin- 


cere, and why. 


For what other rational account 
can we give of ſuch as turn from the 
Proteſtant Religion to the Roman Ca- 
tholick Saperſtitions, than that they 
can hardly reſiſt the great encou- 
ragements they meet with from the 
Papiſts: For it a Proteſtant be not 
well versd in his own prinaple, and 

S able to contute the Popiſþ Errours, a 
| not extraordinary Preterment , a 
*# Sum of Money, the Favour of a 
Prince either hop'd for, or enjoyed, 
| will prove convincing Arguments to 
him, of the Truth of Popery, and of 
the talſhood of the Proteſtant Do- 
&rine. The Popiſh Prieſts in King 
James's Reign, obſerving how 1m- 
pollible 
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pollible 'twas to make the people be- 
heve the being of an Intallible Viſt- 
ble Judge of Controverſies in the 
Church, fince no ſuch thing 1s coun- 
tenanc'd either by the Scriptures, or 
by General Councils 3 as ikewile that 
they could not work them into the 
belicf 'of the {ſtrange Myſtery of 
1ranſubſtantiation, deſtroying the ve- 
ry Foundation of all Humane Cer- 
titude, the Teſtimony of our Sences, 
and conſequently the Fundamental 
Proofs of Chriſt's Paſhon , Death, 
Reſarre&ion , Aſcenſion, yea, and 
of his being real Flcſh and Blood, if 
the conſtant Teſtimony of Sccing, 
Fecling, Touching, Taſting, deceive 
us, as the Papiſts tell us they do 1n 
the Conſecrated Bread and Wane : 
The Prieſts, 1 fay, having learned by 
Experience, how blunt their Argu- 
ments were againſt underſtanding 
Proteſtants, betook tnemiclves to the 
only method they could hope ſuc- 
ceſs from 3 viz. to the propoſing of 
great Rewards trom King James up- 
on the firſt occalion, and trom both 

King 
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King and Pope, by the Mediation of 
his Nncio then reſiding 1n London, 
in caſe they had to do with Church- 
men : And twas generally obſerv'd, 
that ſuch as went that way to work, 
were more {ucceſstul than thole who 
undertook to argue the caſe with 
their Adverſarics, becauſe thar Ar- 
guments being generally meer S9- 


phiſms, laid always open the Weak- 


neſs of the Arguer as well as of the 
Argument. But many more yalded 
to the {tronger Reaſons from Intereſt, 
Worldly Grandeur, and ftich other 
advantages as the Churchmen of 
Rome are usd to propoſe to hook 
men into the boſome of their Church. 
And indeed I often wonder how it 
comes to paſs, that they make ſo 
few voluntary Converts, ſince they 
propoſe fo great advantages to ſuch 
as come over to them, upon what 
account foever. But on the o©- 
ther hand, it I knew not by my 
own Experience, the almoſt irreſi{t- 
ble impreſſion of Divine Grace, and 
the great force of the diſcovered 

F 2 Truth, 
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Truth, 1 ſhould far more wonder, 
that a Roman Catholick could ever re- 
ſolve to turn Proteſtant, becauſe new 
Converts are generally either coldly 
recciv'd by Proteſtants, or ſeemingly 
miſtraſted by ſuch as having nothing 
but the out-fide of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, are diſpoſed to think others 
as great Hypocrites as they know 
themſelves to be : So that it an un- 
derſtanding and learned Roman Ca- 
tholick turn from Popery to Proteſtan- 
cy, his Converſion to be ſure 1s fin- 
cere, | becauſe heE1s not allured to our 
ſide by any Temporal Advantages to 
be expected from us, who commonly 
take ſo little notice of new Con- 
verts, that we let them often want 
Neceſlaries, if they cannot do for 
themſelves: But it a knowing Prote- 
ſtant ſurrenders himſelf to the weak 
Popiſh Arguments, 1 queſtion not in 
the leaſt but that he has ſome confi- 
derable Interclt m proſpect : For 
why ſhould we think that a man 
would pull out- his Eyes, lay aſide 
the uſe of his Reaſon, ſubmit to an 
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implicite Faith, and turn a Fool for 
juſt nothing. 


ARTICLE XXII. 


1. The mean, and irregular ConduCt of 
ſome Perſons of Ouality, 2. The 
Deſren of their Intimacy with ſome 
Men. 3. The Ingratitude of Tradeſ- 


HEN, 


To ſay no more of this matter, 
though a great deal more might be 
ſaid of it, let us conſider 1n this place 
another kind of Irregularity occafi- 
on'd in ſome Nations, and particu- 
larly in this very Kingdom we hve 1n, 
by the influence of Riches, and Mo- 
ney, upon ſome mens minds , who 
by reaſon of the great Fortunes they 
are born to, ſhould have the leſs va- 
lue for what they potle(s ſo much of, 
or at leaſt ſhould not behave them- 
ſelves ſo meanly as to make their E- 
quals, and familiar Companions, ſuch 
as have no other thing to recommend 


themſelves to the World, but what 
F 3 they 
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they have got by very injuſt and 
ſhameful means, as Dicing, Carding, 
Cheating, Swearing, to ſay nothing 
worle, 1t worſe can be ſaid : Do 
they not give us jult grounds to think 
they keep fuch Men Company, in 
hopes of getting from them the ill 
gain'd Penny by the ſame methods it 
was at firſt got? For what other end 
cat they propole to themtelves m 
courting them, in a manner , at the 
rate they uſually do? They cannot, 
ſure, be in love with their Ingenut- 
ty, unleſs we reckon Swearing; Cur- 
ſing, Damning, Sinking, ec. pieces 
of real Wit : They can pretend no 
kindneG to them neither upon the 
account of their civil and obliging 
behaviour, fince there 1s no rudenels 
but fach men are commonly guilty 
of, nor upon the account of their 
Noble Extraction , becauſe having 
generally ſprung out of the loweſt 
Tribe of Mankind , without either 
Friend or Allie better than them- 
ſelves, They buoy themſelves up in- 
ro the world by an incxhauſted ſtock 


of 
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of Impudence, which they ſhould ra- 
ther be undervalued than eſtecm'd 
for. They muſt then be fond of 
converſing with ſuch Men fo often, 
and fo familiarly upon ſome other 
accounts, as either becauſe. thev are 
able to pay largely their ſhare 1n put - 
lick Entertainments, to the lefienng 
of the charges of the Company, or in 
order to bring them back to their 
firſt low condition again, by gain- 
ing from them what they before had 
ſhprp' d from others; and when this 
1s done his Lord{hip knows no more 
his Old Friend, and inſeparable Com- 
panion in Gaming, Feaſting, Drink- 
ing, &. whom a little betore he was 
wont to ſalnte, kiſs and hug 1n eve- 
ry corner, as his Bolome-Friend and 
Equal : but now the caſe being al- 
tered, he becomes ona ſudden, hke 
moſt men upon ſach occaſions, not 
much fond of the Company they 
can get no more by. The Lawyers, 
Phyſicians, and generally all Tradeſ- 
men behave themſelves much after 


the ſame manner, for thar own ends, 
F 4 all 
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all attending , courting, and omit- 
ting no kind of reſpeCt towards ſuch 
as they hope to draw 1n to be their 
Cuſtomers : Yea, the proudeſt Dea- 
ler knows how to bow, cringe and 
flatter, if by this ſnooth way, fo 
contrary to hisunhewed Temper, he 
hopes to hook you into an unreaſon- 
able price for his Goods, glorying at 
the ſame time, and boaſting of his 
Wit, or rather Wickednels, to make 
perhaps an Hundred Pound at the 
Years end of every Fool's Penny : 
For ſome filly Tradeſmen take ſome- 
times the liberty ro lend this Chara- 
Cer to ſuch as thinking them honeſt 
men, truſt to their Words, or pay 
them ſmall Sums , without taking 
their Receipts 3 wherein they are not 
fo much 1n the wrong as one would 
imagine at firſt : tor conli dering their 
daily knavilh and deceittul proceed- 
ings with honeſt and well-meaning 
men, 'tis the height of Folly to deal 
with them, but upon a ſuppoſit t10N of 
ther being all, what ſome of 'em re- 
ally are, down right Knaves, what- 


cver 
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ever may be their pretences to, and 
reite1ared Proteſtations of Honeſty, 
Sincerity and fair Dealings with all 
Mankind. 


ETICUEF TXT 
I. The Jealouſie of Men of the ſame 


Employment inſtanc'd in Courtiers. 
2. The unhappy Condition of Kings. 
Z. Intereſt prevailing every where. 


To purſue the Scope of this Trea- 
tiſe in ſome other particulars, ws an 
o]1d Saying and a true one, Fignlus 


freulum, &c. That generally men of 


the ſame Profeſlion hate one ano- 
ther : This has been obſerv*d from all 
times, and among all forts of men, 
but more eſpecially among State(- 
men, Tradeſmen, Lawyers, &c. How 
intimate ſocver men may be before 
they become Courtiers, they are no 
ſooner ſet up together at Court, but 
Jealouſie 1eizing upon their hearts , 
kindles a Flame that nothing can ex- 
tinguiſh but the Ruine of their : cl- 
ow 
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low Courtier , whom nevertheleſs 
they recaive aud complement after 
the moſt obliging manner in the 
World, upon all occalions, while at 
the ſame time they endeavour to un. 
dermine him, by the advice of ſuch 
az they dare diſcover their ambitious 
Projects to; and 1t ſncceeding in 
the ſecret Ambulhes they have laid, 
they overthrow their Fnemy , by 
renderinz hin obnoxious to the 
Priace?>. Wrath , or the | Common- 
wea'th's Indignation ; their next ſtep 
15 to get into his Employment Civil 
or Military, 1t perhaps he was 1n a 
better polt than themſelves. What 
troubleſome and factious Intrignes 
all Courts are embroyI'd m, tis to0 
well known to be particularly taken 
notice of in this place, as 1t it were 
hard to gels at the true Cauſe, and 
ſecret Spring of the Plottings of great 
Men in Places of Traſt'and Autho- 
rity one againſt another. But there 
13 0N* thing not ſo obvious to every 
common Underſtanding , that gives 
occalion to the uncaſines of moſt 
Cour- 
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Courtiers; and it is this, That very 
often Men unfit tor buſinets, to ſay 
nothing worſe, are fet over ther 
Heads, becauſe they have been able 
to preſent largely tome body or 0- 
ther, who upen this encouragement 
repreſented them to the Soveraign as 
Men of great Worth and Integrity, 
and fit to ſerve him in any Employ- 
ment whatſoever: But the pity 1s, 
that Kings muſt of neceſſity fee with 
other Mens Eyes, clle they weuld 
often diſcover, that their ſincereſt 
Friends are commonly no partakers 
of their private Favours, either be- 
cauſe they have not Wwherewithal to 
buy Places of Profit and Honour, as 
others leſs deſerving do, or becauſe 
they arc miſrepreſented to their So- 
veraigns, as if they ought to be a- 
fraid of them, as their Enemies. But 
tis 1n vain to complain of this, and 
other Abuſes of this kind to be met 
with 1n all Courts, and at all times : 
for let Princes take what meaſures 
they pleaſc, to give every one his 


due , prevailing Intereſt both in 
Church 


| 
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Church and State, will ſtill get more 


than real Merit. It 1s likewiſe more 
regarded than 1t ſhould be in moſt 
Courts of Juſtice, to the great op- 


preſſion 6f the poorer ſort, and of | 


ſuch as cannot go on with their buſj. 
neſs by the ordinary methods of 
Law, for want of Money : for grant 
the Judges to act never ſo juſtly, or 
at leaſt, which 1s all that 1s required 
of them, Secundum allegata, &* pro- 
bata, according to the Depoſitions 


and Proofs propoſed in the Caſe de- 


bated 3 yet the ſubtle Lawyers, un- 
leſs very conſcientious, upon the pro- 
ſpe& of a great Reward, know how 
to {tretch the cleareſt Deciſions of 
the Law, in favour of their Rich 
Clients, to the very decerving of 
the ableſt Judges. If Intereſt pre- 
vail with them, it has no leſs power 
over all the other Tribes of Man- 
kind : What Quarrels, Diviſions 
and Heats does it not daily occaſt- 
on among all ſorts of Tradeſmen , 
their whole bulineſs onreally being 


not ſo much to out-do, as to un-do 
one 
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one another ; as'tis hkewiſe obſerved 
to be pradtisd by ſome Phyſicians, 
who finding always fault directly or 
indirectly, with whatever they have 
not preſcrib'd themſelves, offer mo- 
deſtly their Service to the Patient, 
eſpecially if Rich, with a Quack-like 
promiſe of a ſure, caſte, ſpeedy and 
infallible Cure : 


Auditum admilſt riſum teneatis a- 
mic, 

nid tanto dignim dabit hic promiſe 
for hiatu ? 


ARIICLE XXV. 


1. The true Canſe of the Popiſh Fury 
againſt Proteſtants. 2.. A ſhort ac- 
count of the Popiſh Hierarchy. 3.Why 
the Council of Trent oppos d a tho- 
rough Reformation, 


] have been ſcmetimes concern'd 
to know the true Cauſe of the Fu- 
ry of Roz:an Catholicks againſt ſuch 
as are not of their own RE 
an 
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and more eſpecially againſt Prote- 
ſtants: I was at firſt of Opinion it 
was a mecr Zeal, like that of the A- 
poltles , who would have conſum'd 
the Samaritans to al{hes., for not ad- 
mitting our Saviour into ther City : 

I concluded then ſometimes with my 
ſelf, that their fooliſh perſwaſton of 
our being Reprobates, it we dienot 
in their Communion, was the occaſi- 
on of the pains they take to pervert 
us to their principles, by all poſtible 
means, whether lawful or ani: 

And really the ignorance of the Po- 
piſh Mob, as likewiſe of the ſimple 
and blunt F ryars, 1s ſo groſs, that 
not a few among them are acted by 
{uch a blind Zeal as this 1s. The Pre- 
lates and Clergy of the Church of 
Rome are no leſs zealous than the 
unlcarnedeſt Prieſt, to root out what 
they think, and call Herelie, either 
by fair means, if againſt Sence and 
Reaſon they can impoſe upon the 
unthinking Multtude their new 
coin'd Articles, or by the French me- 
thod of Converting, and Dragoon- 


ing 
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ing Men into the Popiſh Religion : 
But, no doubt, in all \uch proceed- 
ings they propole to themſelves ſome 
other end than the meer ſaving of 
Souls; for I can hardly think them 
ſo great Fools, as to” believe really 
that there is no way to Heaven but 
by and through the particular Church 
of Rome, Now What this 18 you 
may diſcern more di{tinctly by the 
following and ſhort account of the 
Popiſh Hierarchy and Clergy : The 
Power over Chriſt's Natural Body, 
aſſlum'd by the Romiſh Pnelts 1n the 
Conſecration of Bread and Wume, has 
by degrees ſwell'd them to big with 
the Opinion of ther own Authority, 
that 1n the Counc1), 1t I mifremem- 
ber not , of Conſtance , they unani- 
moully declared, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Inſtitution of the Sacrament 
by Chriſt himtelt in both kinds, not- 
withſtanding the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church continued during the 
ſpace of Fourteen Hundred Years, 
yet they, yea, they torſovoth, thought 
fit to Order, Command and Ap- 


Font, 
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point, That the Lay-Chriſtians ſhould 
be partakers of the ſame, but under 
one kind only, or that they ſhould 
eat the Bread alone, without recei- 
ving the Cup. If we conſider more 
particularly the preſent Condition of 
the Biſhop of Rox, we ſhall find, 
that there 15no Prince 1n the World 
ſo abſolute as he 1s over thoſe of his 
Communion : He abfolveth them 
when he pleaſes from their ſworn Al- 
legiance to their Princes 3 he pre- 
tends, as he often exprelſs'd himſelf 
in his Bulls, to the Power of Scatter- 
1g and Gathering , of Settling and 
Pulling down , of Planting and Pul- 
ling up again at pleaſure, by Depri- 
vation, Excommunication , Depoſi- 
tion of Soveraign Princes, it they 
act againſt his Authority, he being 
the only Prince in the World inca- 
pable of doing any wrong, 1n the 
Opinion ot ſuch as believe him 1n- 
fallible. The Inferiour Piſhops are 
of late, but chietly 1n France, be- 
come as abſolute, every one 1n his 


own Diocecls, as the Pope himliclt in 
that 
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that of Rome ; and generally the Po- 
piſh Churchmen are become every 
where ſo vaſtly Rich , that their 
Treaſures make at leaſt a Third part 
of what the Prince they live under 
enjoys. You ſhall find in Frarce, 
Spain and Italy, Convents and Nun- 
neries poſſe(sd of Three -or Four 
Thouſand Pounds Erglifh, of year- 
ly Revenue, to maintain Fifteen or 
Sixteen lazy Monks, to whom what- 
ever is given, or left by Teſtament, 
can be of no further uſe to the Pub- 
lick, as lying buried among them, 
without ever circulating any more 
thence to the advantage of the Com- 
monwealth. We may now begin to 
gather from' the Premiſes the true 
Cauſe of the Popiſh 'Zeal, either to 
deſtroy or convert Proteſtants, which 
1s No other, 1f narrowly look'd into, 
but their own Temporal Intereſt, 
grounded upon that Natural Inclina- 
tion to maintain and keep what one 
has once acquired, by what means ſo- 
ever : for the Romiſb Prieſts cannot 
but know, that wherever the Prote- 
G {tants 
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ſtants prevail, they muſt of courſe 
loſe their Ground and Authority, 
and muſt Lord it no more overtheir 
Brethren, as they now do: So that. 
if the people were once thoroughly 
reform'd, they would put an end, 
as they have effefually done in 
England, Germany, Danemark and 
Owvedeland , to the Tyranny of 
the Papiſts over 'Mens Bodies by 
their Antichriſttan Inquiſitions and 
Perſecutions, as well as oyer their 
Souls, by an abſolute Command to 
lay afide the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
and ſubmit blindly to their pretend- 
ed infallible Deciſions. A thorough 
Reformation would likewiſe occaſion 
a more equal diſtribution of the 
Treaſures the Churchmen of Rome 
heap up for themſelves, among the 
Members of the Commonwealth : So 
that the vaſt Riches that are now 1n a 
tew hands, would ſoon circulate to 
the Relief of the Poor, to the dai- 
lv encreaſe of Trade, and encou- 
ragement of Induſtry. No wonder 
then if the Council of Trert did fo 

much 
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much oppoſe a thorough Reformati- 
on ; for it being made up of Rich 
Cardinals, Biſhops, Abbots, Generals 
of the Regular Orders, and of Cler- 
gymen of all ſorts, they foreſaw their 
Fate, if they diſcouraged the-Abules 
ſlipt into the Church of Rome - Yet 
the Popes were ſo afraid, that ſome 
knowing, and well-meaning Men a- 
mong them, for they were not all 
of the ſame Temper, ſhould endea-. 
vour the new modelling of their 
Church into a better frame , that 
they ſuffered nothing to be done in 
the Council but by and with the 
Conſent of their own Legates, pro- 
ponentibus legatis, which gave occa- 
ſion to ſome to ſay, that the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent every week from the 
then Pope to the Council in a Cloak- 
bag, becauſe of the Pope's ſending 
his weekly Inſtructions to the Fathers, 
with expreſs Orders to act according 
to the ſecret Reſolutions of his Pri- 
vy-Council. Let us not then here- 
after accuſe the Romarniſts of being. 


blind Zealcts, fince their Zeal 1s real- 
G 2 ly 
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ly according to Knowledge, at leaſt, 
of their own Temporal Intereſt, 


which they, and molt men, as well 
as they, are only concern'd for. 


ARTICLE XXVI 


1. That few af upon the account of 
meer Honour. 2. The Fate of inge- 
nious Men. 3. The Rich ſeemingly 


admired. 


Though undoubtedly there be 
ſome m the World that act meerly 
upon the account of Honour, Glo- 
ry and Reputation, as ſome Authors 
do, who pretend to no other advan- 
tage by their Writings than a great 
Fame, yet if we look narrowly into 
Mens Deſigns, few or none are con- 
tented with a bare and empty Name, 
but {till aim at ſomething elſe more 
ſolid and more real : Neither can I 
blame them for ſo doing, becauſe I 
think 1t no real happineſs, though I 
know it to be the Fate of many In- 
genious Men, to be daily talked of, 
| and 
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and much commended both at home 
and abroad , for their Uſeful and 
Learned Productions , while at the 
ſame time they ſtarve in ſome corner 
or other unheeded : For though Po- 
verty be not reckon'd a Crime, yet 
it being a thing that moſt men are 
more aſham'd of than of the great- 
eſt Sins, they are h1kewiſe aſham'd to 
keep Company with ſuch as are. In- 
digent or Poor , whatever may be 
their other Qualifications , and the 
Natural Endowments of their minds : 
I ſpeak of the Generality, of Men : 
For ſome, I know , there be who 
love rather to improve their Intelſe- 
ctuals, by converling with ſuch as they 
may learn from, than to be intimate 
with ſome of the richer ſort, who can 
boaſt of nothing but what 15 with- 
out themſelves : yet ſuch men are of- 

ten eſteem'd by the Vulgar, and cal- 

led by Deſigning Men both Senſible. 

Wiſe, and Witty, becauſe of ſome 

advantages they aim. at for them- 

ſelves, by their mean.and infipid Rlat- 

teriesz which contribute - only to 

© > HU make 
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make theſe Rich Blockheads the (il- 
lier, and prouder of their fancied 
Parts, while at the ſame time admi- 
ring, and loving, themſelves with- 
out a Rival, they are deſervedly un- 
dervalued by ſuch as take notice of 
their ſimplicity, 1n aſcribing to their 
real Merit, the outward reſpect we 
give them only upon the account of 
their Ynartity, or Quality, in caſe 
no other thing recommend them to 
our Eſteem. There is another thing 
to be conſidered in this place, as be- 
ing a-kin to what I was ſaying be- 
fore, That as the Poor have no 
Friends at all, or very few, ſo the 
Rich never want great Numbers, ei- | 
ther of true or pretended ones, and 

that meerly upon the account of their 
Riches. When Fortune ſmiles upon 
a Man, his Relations, that ſhunn'd 
his Company when it frown'd upon 
him, flock to him again, as it he 
were come from a-{trange Countrey, 
to welcome him home : They now 
offer their Services with a Thouſand 
Proteſtations of the ſincereſt Friend- 


{hip 
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ſhip to him, whom a little. before 
they denied to have a Drop of their 
Blood in his Veins : But his Conditj- 
on being now alter'd, though he was 
degraded at firſt by his Want, he is 
re{tored to his Honour-again by his 
Plenty, to the great ſatisfaction of 
his Friends, who on a ſudden are 
become his Courtiers, Slaves , and 
Creatures too, in a manner, rather 
than his Equals, or Superiours: And 
ſince ſfach+ great things are done by 
Riches, who can blame Gentlemen, 
yea and Perſons of an higher Quality, 
for binding their Children, it they 
cannot allow them ſuthcient Portions 
to Tradeſmen, that by their own In- 
duſtry they may get in time the only 
thing Men are generally valued for ; 
that is Money : For though upon dai- 
ly Experience we mult confeſs. 1t to 
be the ordinary occaſion of Prodi- 
galty, Luxury, Murder, Rebellion, 
Sedition,, and generally of the hor- 
rideſt Crimes 3 - yet on the. other 
hand 'tis no leſs certain, that the en- 


tire want of this neceflary Tool, ma- 
G 4 keth 
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keth often way for the very ſame ſins 
and immoralities : So that a mode- 
rate Fortune 1s the only thing to be 
wiſh'd and prayed for in this World, 
leſt we be either tempted to Wanton- 
neſs, through a too great Plenty, or 
preſs d into Deſpair by the ſting of a 
pinching Necelſlity. 


ARTICLE XXVIL 


1. Why Men change often their Opini- 
ons. 2. Some of the Dragoon'd 


Papiſts real Converts, why, and how. 
2. What had been he Bens of the 


late King's ſucceſsful Attempts. 


We ought to conſider ſomewhat 
more particularly in this place, what 
I have but (lightly hinted at in an- 
other, how Men change often their 
Opmions, according to the' different 
appearances of their Intereſt : for 
how many have written ſeriouſly for 
abſolute Monarchy, who have prov'd 
afterwards zealous promoters of a 
Commonwealth , when it ſeem'd 


more 
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more favourable to their Concerns 5 
in ſo much, that not a few have 
contradicted themſelves, by anſwer- 
ing thoſe very Arguments, which 1n 
another jun&ure” of Affairs they pro- 
pos'd to the World, as undeniable 
Truths. With what heat was not 
the Duke of York's Intereſt opposd 
by ſome known Writers, who ha- 
ving better conſider'd of the Mat- 
ter, that is, of their Intereſt, chang'd 
their tune ſo ſoon as they ſaw him 1n 
a poſture to ſerve their turns. Tis 
confeſsd on all hands , that Oliver 
Cromwell was both an Uſurper and 
a Tyrant, yet the ſame Pen, as I am 
inform'd, that wrote for him, wrote 
afterwards the deſerved Praiſes of 
Charles the Second, the undoubted 
Heir of the Crown. So true 1t 1s, 
that a preſent Intereſt repreſenting to 
us the worſt of Objects by the Pa 
elt fide, either gives us no time at all 
to conſult with our ſelves, 1t what 
we” undertake be commendable or 
not, or cauſeth us to look upon all 


Reaſons contrary to it ſelf, as weak, 
un- 
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unconcluding , and of no weight, 
thongh formerly , when our Affairs 
were 1n another ſituation, we took 
em to be true Demonſtrations. We 
have a conſiderable Inſtance of what 
I do here affirm ina late Biſhop, who 
though a Proteſtant, was ſo charm'd 
by the Favours he had received, and 
hop'd to receive from King Famer, 
that he ſtrain'd his Parts to clear the 
Papiſts of Idolatry, by ſuch a falſe 
Notion of this heinous Crime, that 
none but a_ Man as intereſted. as he 
was, could have ventur'd to publiſh 
it: His beſt Body of Divinity, as he 
ſaid once, a Coach and Six Horſes ma- 
keth ſometimes a greater impreſſion 
upon a covetous Mind , than the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons of the ableſt Di- 
vines, not ſupported by a Concomi- 
tant Intereſt. Though I doubt not 
but that ſeveral of the French Hugo- 
nots have complied in the late perſe- 
cation againſt the ſevereſt Checks of 
their own Conſcience, yet I am of 
Opinion, that many of them like- 


wile are real Converts ro the Po- 
piih 
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piſh Principles, becauſe Intereſt by 
degrees blindeth ſometimes the clea- 
reſt Underſtandings, ſo as to cauſe 
Men not only 'to act, but -alſo to 
think quite contrary to the firſt 
Grounds they built their Faith up- 
on. A Man thus tempted to change 
his Religion, begins firſt to look up- 
on the Arguments, of his Adverſa- 
ries, as not ſo abſurd as he thought 
them to be; then after ſome Debate 
with himſelf, he concludes them to 
be probable 3 and laſtly, by the 1r- 
cefitible Eloquence of Intereſt, he 
believes them to be true. Tis much 
after the ſame manner, that Men 
turn not only Papiſts, but likewiſe 
Mahometans: For 1f Worldly Con- 
cerns did not influence Mens Judg- . 
ments ſo powerfully as really they 
do, how comes it to paſs, that the 
very Chriſtians, if not ſo ſoon, at 
leaſt very often, a little after they 
are conquer d by the Turks, turn 
zealons Mahometans, and bigotted 
Renegaao's ; the chief Reaſon why 
 Mahomet ordered his Religion to be 

| pro- 
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propagated by the Sword , being 
this, That he thought Temporal In- 
tere{t would draw greater Numbers 
to his fide than;any other Arguments 
whatſoever. Wherein he was not 
much miſtaken, ſince confidering the 
duration of both Religions , the 
higher and Divine Inducements to 
Chriſtianiſm, haye made fewer Con- 
verts than the Temporal Advantages 
he propoſed to his Followers, it it 
be true , as I believe it to be, 
That the Mahomretans are now much 
Superiour in Number to the Chri- 
ftians. I ſhall add upen this occaſi- 
on, That 1 doubt not but if King 
James had been fucceſsful in his At- 
tempts, many, if not molt of the 
Engliſh had embracd Popery by 
Force at firſt, and perhaps at laſt by 
free Conſent, and a real Submutſton 
,of their Judgment to enjoy peace- 
ably thoie Advantages they could 
not pretend to without changing 
their Principles, it being oblerv'd in 
thoſe days, that ſome profefs'd Pro- 


teſtants, yea, and Gown'd ones too, 
ſeem'd 
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ſeem'd inclinable to cloſe in with Rowe 
again , becauſe their Intereſt told 
them, that this was the ſhorteſt way - 
for them to Preferment. _ 


ARTICLE XXVIIL 


I. The Neceſſity and Conditions of « 
Married Life, 2. 1ts Compleat 
Happineſi. 3. The French Mar- 
queſs his Intereſted Marriage. 


To add in this place ſome new 
Particulars relating to my Deſign, 'tis 
certain, that there 15 no happier State 
of Lite 1n the Catholick Church than 
that of Marriage, it being the chief 
and only Remedy vrefand by the 
Spiritual Phyſician againſt burning, 
though the Romaniſts will not allow 
thew Prieſts the uſe of it, and the 
oreat Supporter of Mankind, by a 
Social Life, and by a free and reci- 
procal Communication of the Soul 
as well as of the Body ; though ma- 
ny things contribute to make up the 
Happineſs of this State, as ſome'pro- 
portion 
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portion in Age, Humour, and Qua- - 
lity, Conjugal Chaſtity, Moderation 
in the uſe of Matrimony, a patient 
Temper , and capable of bearing 
with one anothers Infirmities;, Dil- 
cretion, Wiſdom , beſides all the o- 
ther Chriſtian Vertnes ; yet a com- 
petent Eſtate ſeems to be necellary 
to make the married Couple happy, 
yea, and vertuous too, if ſuch as are 
trum together 1n this State of Life, 
inclinable by their Education, or 
Sober Temper , to make good uſe 
of the Bleſlings God has been pleas'd 
to beſtow upon them, as being often 
thereby freed from ſuch xo of 
Sin and Temptation, as prove ſome- 
times a very hard Tryal to the ſtrong- 
eſt Vertue. But this very Money 
which I think ſo neceſlary for the 
compleat Happineſs of a Married 
Life, bringeth along with it all kind 
of Miſery , if it be in the hands of 
thoſe who being vitioully incln'd, 
make it the Inſtrument of their dai- 
ly Crimes, and idle Courſes, in Car- 
ding, Dicing, Whoring, Drinking, 
there 
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there being no Trick, Cheat, or Shift 
that ſuch Men will ſcruple at tocom- 
paſs this neceſſary Tool to a bad 
Life, as well as to a good one. The 
Story of the French Marquels is pret- 
ty well known, who having ſpent his 
whole Eſtate in Gaiming, married 
at laſt the Exccutioner's Daughter, 
becauſe her Father could allow her 
a conſiderable Portion, which gave 
her quality enough to become a No- 
bleman's Lady. 


Et genus & formam Regina Pecunia 
donat, 


ARITIICEE KAI. 
I. The Being of God known by its ſelf, 


as a Self-evident Principle, 2. Se- 
veral Demonſtrations of the Exi- 
ſtence of God. '2. Why ſome Men 


endeavour to deny this important 


[ruth. 


Intereſt does not only put Men 
upon odd Practices, but likewiſe up- 
OI 


hi 
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on very unaccountable Speculations. 
I -know nothing in Nature ſo de- 
monſtrable as the Being of God, and 
whatever School-Divines teach to the 
contrary , I am urrefiltibly incha'd 
to contradict them, when they ge- 
nerally affirm this Propoſition, Dews 
eſt, God exiſts not to be a Selt-cvi- 
dent Principle : For it Cod ts a ne- 
cellary Being, as we-all concerve him 
to be, then this very 1dea 1mplies 
his aCtual Exiſtency 3 or if a Being 
infinitely perfe& be poſiible, as all 
Chriſtians ſay 'tis, then to be ſure it 
really exiſts, becauſe actual Exiſten- 
cy mult of neceſlity be reckon'd one, 
yea, and the very Foundation of all 
his other Perftections. This unan- 
ſwerable Demonſtration to a Chriſtt- 
an Reader, may be propounded thus 
in a few words: A Being infinitely 
perfe#, implies no Contradifion ; 
therefore it aFnally exiſts; the fir(t 
Propoſition 1s agreed to on all hands 
among Chriſtians, and cannot be de- 
nied by Atheiſts themſelves, upon any 
proballe Grounds ; the Inference was 
proved 
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proved a little before : but becauſe in 
anſwer to the firſt Demonſtration , 
the Atheiſts allow no being to be ze- 
ceſſary, 1 muſt cloſe in with them, 
and endeavour their Conviction, by 
an unanſwerable Demonſtration , 
though I confeſs it nenther to be 4 
Priori, as the School-men ſpeak, or 
from the Cauſe, becauſe there can 
be none ſuch, God being the Firſt 
Cauſe of all things; nor « Poſterzorz, 
in the Rigour, or from any Produ- 
ction of God 3 yet from an undeni- 
able Falſhood, which muſt needs en- 
{ue upon our allowing with the A- 
theiſts, this Principle, That all things 

without exception, are contingent 5 an 

It is in ſhort this, That all poſſible 
things might become impoſſable, if all 
things were contingent 5 Which no man 
of common Sence will grant: For 
let us ſuppoſe what 1s really poſſible, 
it all things are contingent, that no- 
thing actually 1s, ſince a contingent 
Being 1s that which may be, of not 
be. Now in this caſe all poſlible 
thongs, that 1s, all contingent things 
H are 
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are impoſhble, becauſe that is impoſ- 
ſible which has no Caule to bring it 
out of the boſome of nothing. But 
there 15 no Cauſe to bring contingent 
things out of the boſome of no- 
thing, if they once are not in be- 
ing 3; therefore they are then abſo- 
intely impoſſible. That there 1s no 
Cauſc to bring contingent things out 
of the boſame of nothing, it they 
ONCe are not in being, 'tis clear from 
the ſuppoſition of nothing actually 
exiſting : For firſt, grant to the Athe- 
iſt all things to be contingent : And 
lecondly, allow this ſuppoſition 
not inpoluble , if all things are 
Contingent, that nothing is aFually tt 
being. Then to be ſure there can be 
no cauſe to bring any thing out of 
the bolome of nothing ; that 1s, to 
produce any thing, becauſe nothing 
can act unleſs it have an actual foun- 
dation both in Efſence and Exiſten- 
cy, Which 1s not here allowed of, 
becauſe we {ſuppoſe nothing to exiſt; 
for ſince the Atheiſt grants all things 
to be contingent, he muſt of neceſt- 


ry 
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ty confels, that they may not. bez and 
in this caſe, as I have ſuftcently 
prov'd, they areall impoſhible. From 
the Premiſes 'tis clear, That unleſs 
we admit of a neceſſary Being that 
is the Cauſe of all things we muſt 
confeſs again{t the cleareſt evidence 
of Reaſon, That all things poiſuble ray 
become impoſſzble, if all things are con- 
tingent, nod erat demonſtrandum. 
But becauſe this Metaphylical way 
of reaſoning 1s not fitted to a vulgar 
Capacity, 1 ſhall endeavour to prove 
the Being of God, by' ſuch an eaſe 
and obvious Argument, that I am 
concluded by it my ſe&lt to beheve, 
that there can be no ſuch thing as a 
down-right Atheiſt, in rhe grofleſt 
{ence of this word, bccaute all Man- 
kind being Eye-witnels of the regu- 
lar Natural Monons, whither 1n the 
Heavens, or 1n thiz Globe we dwell 
upon, the very dulleſt iort cannot 
but know, that a conſtant Unifor- 
mity in Motion muſt of neccility 
procced trom the over-ruling Dirc- 
tion of an Underſtanding Being, 


H 2 ſince | 


100 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


{ince no fortuitous Motion can either 
be durable or regular : For if the 
Stars, for Inſtance, mov'd in their 
reſpective Orbs by meer chance, and 
not by certain Laws preſcb'd to 'em 
by the Author of Nature God him- 
ſelf, could any man be ſo unreaſon- 
able as to think, that their riſing, 
and their going down, their month- 
ly, and yearly motions, and all their 
other Phenomena's , or appearances, 
could prove lo conſtantly regular as 
we obſerve them to be > Would not 
thoſe vaſt Celeſtial Bodies, tumbling 
up and down thoſe huge Orbs, 
without the concurrence of an Un- 
derſtanding Being to direct them, 
tall often toul one upon another, and 
repreſent to us every Day New Ob- 
jects to look at, by their daily for- 
tuitous Combinations? Certainly, if 
nothing but chance govern this 
World, we muſt beheve that to be 
moſt falſe which we know by daily 
Experience to be moſt true, that a 
Clock, or a Watch, is made by the 
tortuitons concourſe of the Spring, 


Chain, 
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Chain, Wheels, ec. into that ſitna- 
tion which is neceſlary to ſhew the 
Hours of the Day 3 That Stone, 
Timber, and other Materials tumb- 
ling luckily , but fortuitoufly toge- 
ther, rais'd all the Citics and Stately 
Palaces of great Princes, without any 
Archite& or Overſeer of the Work, 
that the Body of Man to admirable 
for the Excellency of its Structure, 1s 
not the product of Art, but a meer 
fortuitous Coalition of Atomes, 

But though this viſible World 
prove to us the Being of God, by 
as many convincing Arguments as 
there are Creatures 1n the Univerſe ; 
yet ſoirreſiſtible 1s the Impreflion of 
Intereſt over ſome mens minds, that 
if 1t were poſlible, they would ex- 
tinguiſh the in-bred Light that points 
out to them a Deity with the ſame 
Beams 1t ſetteth before their Eyes the 
Viſible Works of its Almighty Pow- 
er, ſince ſome endeavour to impoſe 
upon themſelves the belict of a for- 
tuitous Coalition of the Atomes into 
ſuch a Frame as we now obſerve 1n 
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the World, without taking notice 
of a Soveraign Being , as the true 
Cauſe of this ſo orderly , and ſo 
wonderful a Structure, to that de- 
grec of Blindneſs and Impiety, as to 
ſay in their Hearts, There is no God; 
Dixit 112ÞP1H5 in Cor de ſuo 07M oft De- 
#5, But to make ule of the Scrip- 
ture-phraſc, tis impoſſible they ſhould 
ſay ſo in their Underſtanding, 7 in- 
telleFu, becauſe whatever they ſeem 
to ſay to the contrary, they cannot 
but "Faw by the obvious Regulart- 
ry of the Natural Motions, and year- 
ly Produtions, that there is a God 
and how merciful {oever, a Goon 
puniſher of Sin, though they wiſh 
*pcrhaps, there were no {uch Being, 
that they may never be called to an 
account for their daily Sins and het- 
nous Mildemeanours, for cheating 0- 
ther men of their Goods and Eſtates, 
without the leaſt Scruple , their 
chict, and only Defign in endeavour- 
ing thus to blind themſelves, being 
no other bur to heap up by unlaw- 
ful means, whatever may contribute 
to 
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to their Satisfaftion 1n this World, 


without any Check, if 1t were poſli- 
ble, of their Conſcience. 


ARTICLE XXX. 


1. The Juſtice of God aſſerted. 2. What 
the Deſire of Eternal Happineſs in- 
plies. 3. Why ſome Men deny a 


future World's Exiſtence. 


That a fature World's Exiſtence 1s 
denied by ſome who are thoroughly 
convinc'd of the Being of a God 
tis too evident, but not to every 
Vulgar Underſtanding, upon what 
Grounds, though one would think 
they could give no rational account 
why they flatly deny ſuch an almoſt 
ſelf-evident Truth : For fince they 
allow God to be Jult, and to that 
degree, that no kind of Injuſtice 
can be laid to his charge, they muſt 
of courſe acknowledge another Life 
after this, in which the juſt and beſt 
fort of men are often opprels'd , 
while the Wicked flouriſh, and hve 
H 4 n 
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in Plenty, adding to their Sins, as 
they add to their Treaſures. We 
muſt then, without doubt, expe& 
Juſtice to be done ſometime or 0- 
ther, both to the former and to the 
latter, as well knowing God to be 
the Puniſher of Sin, as well as the 
Rewarder of Vertue , but neither 
could be true, without the Truth of 
a future World, becauſe 'tis certain, 
that Vertue 1s not always rewarded 
in this Life, nor fin puniſh'd. The 
men we ſpeak of in this place, muſt 
needs be convinc'd of their judging 
contrary to their own Experience, if 
they do but reflect upon the deſire 
they find themſelves preſsd with of 
an Eternal Happineſs, which God, 
whoin they allow to do nothing in 
vain, has planted in their Hearts, in 
order to make them uſe the means 
he has preſcrib'd for the attainment 
of the ſame. Notwithſtanding the 
irreſiſtible Evidence of the forego- 
ing Reaſons to all mankind, if layed 
open in every Particular, ſome deny 
ſti] the Bcing of a ;uture World, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe 'tis, they think, their Intereſt 
ſo to do, ſince if there be any ſuch 
State after this Life, they may ex- 
peCt to ſuffer in it, for their Crimes 
committed in this; not to mention, 
that the belief of a future World 
would oblige them to make reſtitutt- 
on in time of what they had got ro- 
gether by injuſt means, as Cheating, 
Oppreſſion, Uſury, Simony, and o- 
ther ſuch like Sins: So irreſiſtible 1n 
ſome is the Power of Temporal In- 
tereſt, as to cauſe them not to be- 
heve, or at leaſt, to doubt of this 
fundamental Article of Religion, that 
they may purſue their Worldly and 
Tranſient Concerns , without any 
Scruple, or Fear of Puniſhment. 
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ARTICLE XXXL 


1. Pretemces of ſuch as admit of no 
Free Will. 2. The Conſiſtency of 
God's Foreknowledge of, and S$0- 
veraignty over Mens AGions, with 
the Freedom of Humane Will. 
3. Why fo many follow the Prede- 


ſtinarian Principle, 


'T1s upon the ſame account, that 
ſo many fancy themſelves Slaves, and 
deprived of all Freedom of Wall, 
yea, and ſeem to be ſure of what 
they ſay, 1. From the Foreknow- 
tedge of God. 2. From our De- 
pendency upon him. Yet 'tis cer- 
tain on the other hand, that the Di- 
vine Preſcience, or Fore-knowledge, 
15 not deſtructive to our Liberty , 
though I deny not. but that our 
Acions , becauſe of God's Fore- 
knowledge, may be call'd, to uſe 
a School-Expreſiion, Hypothetically, 
or Conſequentially 'neceſlary , as the 
Fall of a Man into a Precipice, 1s ne- 


ceſlary 
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ceſſary in the ſame ſence, if I fee 
him fall ; in which Caſe it cannot be 
ſaid, that my looking on throws 
him head-long into the Ditch. This 
Vulgar Example may help us to re- 
move this not inconſ{iderable difhcul- 
ty againſt an experiencd and felt 
Truth, as thas of our being free, 
and not neceſſary Agents. As to 
what is usd to be ſaid of the In- 
conliſtency of our Freedom, 1n aCt- 
ing with our Dependency upon 
God, 'tis but a very illuſory and 
frivolous Objection: For though I 
be ſuppos'd to act freely, tiscertain, 
that this very Power of acting freely 
is from God : nid enim habes quod 
n0n accepiſti, ſays the vulgate Edition 
of the Bible ſomewhere, What haſt 
thou that thou haſt not received ? 
Therefore it cannot be ſaid, that I 
do not depend upon God in acting, 
unleſs 1t be firſt made out, that I 
have received this Power from ſome 
other Being. As then a careful Fa- 
ther, giving money to his Son, giveth 
him at the ſame time this whole- 

ſome 
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ſome and Fatherly Advice : Though 


IF leave you to your own Liberty, 
Intention is, that you ſhould make 'q 
right Uſe of this Gold, and not throw 


it away upon ſinful Recreations , be- 


cauſe I am reſolved to puniſh you, þ-4 


you apply this Money to other Ends 
than I intended it for, and to reward 
you, if you comply to my earneſt and 
Juſt Deſires. 

By what this Father ſays to his 
Son, . we may concave how God 
hehaves himſelf towards us, in g1- 
ving us the Power to do good and 
evil, but with a Deſign that ' we 
ſhould do good and not evil, leſt 
we be ſeverely puniſh'd for omit- 
ting what we ſhould have done, the 
former being intended , and not 
the latter, though we be free to do 
either; elſe we could neither be 
ſaid to deſerve Proiſe for the one, 
nor Puniſhment for the other. To 
conclude, we muſt either ſay, that 
God could not create Man free; 
or In caſe he created him free, that 


he allowed him the Power to do 
good 
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good and evil, and that he 1s, not- 
withſtanding this allowance, abſolute 
Maſter of -all his Actions, becauſe he 
may hinder them when he pleaſes, 
by either deſtroying or ſuſpending 
the Power they ſpring from. As I 
am then of Opinion , That ſome 
other Reaſon engageth ſo many 
Chriſtians to embrace this immoral 
and dangerous Doctrine, ſo I be- 
lieve it to be nothing cl{e but a cer- 
tain kind of Intereſt. Though not 
a few, I ccnfeſ(s, of a good Life and 
Converſation, deny flatly the Free- 
dom of Humane Will to do good 
or evil, yet 'tis, I fancy, impollible 
they ſhould owe their Goodneſs to 
this Predeſtinarian Principle, becauſe 
if once believed, it muſt ſet a man 
extreamly at eaſe, and make him 
wholly unconcern'd in his- Conſci- 
ence, how unlawful ſoever the bu- 
ſineſs may be he goes about : For 
why ſhould a man ſcruple at any 
thing, 1t 'tis not in his Fower not 
to do what he does. That IT may 
be the better underſtood , I ſhall 


{tate 4 
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ſtate the Caſe thus : Suppoſe a man 
much ſtronger than my ſelf, laying 
hold on me, killeth another man 
with my hand, am I gmlty of the 
Murder, or he, who makes uſe of 
my Arm to commit this Crime, in 
a manner irrefiſhble on my fide ? 
The Application of this Example is 
{ſo caſte, and ſo obvious to the mean. 
eſt Capacity, that I need not enlarge 
upon it: For, as no man having his 
Wits about him, will think that I 
ought to ſuffer upon the account of 
the forementioned Murder, which I 
could not hinder ; ſo I cannot fan- 
cy my felt liable to be puniſhd by 
the Laws of a Juſt God, becaule of 
my committing a Crime which I 
could not poſhbly avoid. 'Tis true 
we kill noxious Animals, by rea- 
ſon of the hurt they do, or may do 
to. the Members of the Common- 
wealth ; but yet we are not ſo un- 
reaſonable as to think them guilty 
of Sin upon that account, It then 
we follow the Pred:/iznarian Princt- 
ple, we muſt of courſe fancy our 

{clves 
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ſelves guiltleſs, whatever Sin we 
commit, ſince we have no freedom 
to ſhun it. I defire to have no- 
thing to do with Men thus Princi- 
« pled, becauſe_1t I do.them. a good 
turn, I ſhall not be thank'd for it ; 
and they being acted in their de- 
luded Fancy, hike meer. Machines 
and Slaves, rather than acting like 
Free and Rational Men, will not 

ſcruple to do mean ill one upon oc-_ 
caſion, becauſe -in their Opinion they 
cannot help the doing of: it : for 
whether they keep or break the Com- 
mandments of God, this is never al- 
cribd by them to choice, but al- 
ways to their irrefiſt}ble Fate. 
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ARTICLE XXXIL 


I. The Impreſſion of the foregoing Ar- 
oe M ;k Oiler ani s, 
2. The Liberty of Adam, and of bs 
Poſterity. 3. The Benefit of the pre- 
tended Want of Free Will. 


Some are ſo pnzzl'd by the forego- 
ing Arguments, that they are forc'd 
to allow us a true hberty of doing 
good and evil, and to confeſs upon 
all occaſions, That Man 1s, and 
always was a Free Agent 3 yet 
the Chief Freedom they ſeem to 
aim at, is that of committing what 
Crime they pleaſe, without the leaſt 
Check of a Wounded Conſcience, 
ſince at the ſame time they maintain 
all our Actions to be Neceſſary, be- 
cauſe, forſooth, they are Voluntary ; 
as if a Horſe, for inſtance, in the 
more probable Opinion of his not 
being a meer piece of Mechaniſm , 
were a Free Agent upon this ac- 
count , That he goes on with all 
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imaginable inclination to eat up the 
Hay or Oats in his view. Such men 
ground this dangerous Opinion upon 
this falſe Suppolition, That we have 
loſt the Liberty that Adam enjoyed, 
and conſequently, that 'we have no 
Freedom at all to do good or evil, 
to obey or not obey : Which Mi- 
ſtake may eaſily be redreſs'd, if we 
conſider, that Adam's Liberty conſt- 
ſted in this, That he had the Pow- 
er to do good and evil, to obey or 
not obey, with a greater Propenſi- 
ty of 'his Will, if I may ſo fay, to- 
wards the good than towards. the 
evil; whereas we, through his fault, 
are born with a greater inclination 
to evil than good, becauſe of our 
Original and Hereditary Corruprion : 
But withal 'tis certain, that we are 
free in the foreſaid manner, to al- 
low Teaching,- Preaching, Adviſing, 
Commanding to be of ſome uſe or 
other to Mankind, or for ſome end 
or other : For let men pretend what 
they pleaſe, a real Neceſſity is incon- 


fiſtent with the uſefulneſs either of 
I Counſel 
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Counſel or Command. as hkewiſe 
with the Juſtice of him who pu- 
.Miſheth me for what I could not 
avoid 3 as for inſtance , Is it rea- 
{onable that I ſhould be puniſh'd for 
committing a Fornication that 1 
could not reſiſt? And how could 1 
tefiſtthe Temptation, if I commit the 
Crime through an unavoidable Ne- 
ceſlity, as the Predeſtinarian Tribe 
teacheth us admitting this felf- 
evident Contradiction, That what- 
ever 15 done voluntarily 1s done free- 
ly, and yet neceſlarily. at the ſame 
time : Whereas the real Freedom , 
npon which depends all the Moralt- 
ty or Immorality of our Actions 1s 
that, and no other, which excludes 
all Neceſlity. ' To be ſhort , our 
preſent Condinion, notwithſtanding 
the Fall of Adam, 1s {till this, that 
We can frecly. do good or evil 3 
whereas the Ele in Heaven can do 
no evil, and. the Reprobates 1n Hell 
can do no good; the former being 
apon that account moſt happy, and 
the latter moſt unhappy, while We 


arc 
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are between both, in a meer Capa- 
city of being cither, by the good 
or bad uſe of our Free Will. But 
{ince ?tis ſo evident that we are free 
Agents , or real Actors upon the 
Stage of this World, and not-meer 
Machines, how comes 1t to paſs, 
that many, and thoſe too of -yood 
Reputation an the World, for their 
good Life and Behaviour , are of a 
contrary Opinion? To this d anſwer, 
That whatever other Rational Ac- 
count thoſe Gentlemen may give of 
themſelves , as to this Particular I 
{hall venture to ſay, That they are 
chiefly preſsd to embrace this Do- 
E&rine by a Prinaple of Intereſt, be- 
cauſe how averſe foever we may ſup- 
poſe them to be from Sin, yet I que- 
{tion much it they fcruple the com- 
mitting of 1t, when -they confider 
themſelves deftitute of all Freedom 
of Indifferency, and as neceflary A- 
gents anable to ſufpend their own 
Actions upon a fult-Concourſe of all 
the required -Conditions : For a man 
of Senfe muſt needs think himſelf 
'l gatlt- 
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guiltle(s, in caſe he commits Robbe- 
ry, Fornication, or Adultery, if he 
once 1s perſwaded, that he was, I 
do not ſay forc'd, becauſe we know 
the Sinner to be always willing, but 
nece{utated to commit ſuch Crimes, 
as the Enemies of Free Will do uſu- 
ally teach he 1s: Wherein they give 
either too little ſcope to their Rea- 
{on, or too great ſcope to their Con- 
ſcience, by thus ridding them- 


{elves at once of all its troubleſome 
Checks. 


ARTICLE XXXIII. 


I. The Return of New Converts to 


Rome again. 2. And why. 3. The 
Power of Intereſt. 


The foremention'd Doctrine a- 
gainlt Free Will, if believd , may 
{von clear the Scruples of ſome late 
Converts to the Church of Rome, 
who after they had hv'd a while 
among us, went back to Egypt 
again 3 but they being generally of 


allO- 
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another Opinion , muſt of neceſſity 
be miſled by ſome other Principle : 
And this ſure can neither be the 
Weakneſs of the Proteſtant Argu- 
ments, nor the Strength of the Po- 
piſh ones, which they cannot but 
know to be gronndlefs and inſuffi- 
cient, as being built upon Two falſe 
Suppoſitionsz viz. of the Univerſa- 
lity and Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome : The hardſhips then, I fan. 
cy, they ſuffer among us, are ſome- 
times ſo pinching, that 'tis not much 
to be wonder'd at, if ſome of them 
reſolve to turn Papiſts again rather 
than ſtarve. *TIis true we ſhould 
chuſe Death rather than conform to 
an Idolatrons Worſhip 3 but as we 
are not ſenſible of our own ſtrength 
ſo long as we hve 1n Plenty, tis ea- 
fie for a man 1n the actual poſſeſſion 
of Two or Three Thouſand Pounds 
of Yearly Revenue, to pronounce 
ſuch grave Chriſtian Sentences, while 
he is not afraid to be ever put to the 
Tryal, which perhaps would diſco- 


ver his Weakneſs, as well as that of 
I 3 ſome 


— 


118 Moral Difcourſe of 


tome Rowiſp Converts. Nothing was 
{o {tout as St. Peter, before he was 
tryed, and till then he thought he 
could cafily lay down his Lite for his 
Saviour, whom yet he very Coward- 
ly denied at the firft Challenge of a 
Servant-Maid. Nothing, I am con- 
fident, 1s ſc real as the Converſion of 
molt of them that come over to us 
from the Church of Rome, becauſe 
nothing can be fo obvious as the Er- 
rours of that Charch : But yet Hu- 
mane Frailty 1s fo great, that conſ1- 
dering on the one hand, our hard- 
nels to New Converts, and on the 
other hand the fair Offers of thetr 
tormer Brethren, either our' Cove. 
touſneſs throws them into Deſpair, or 
the Temporal Advantages propoſed 
ro 'em by the Church of Rome, pre- 
vail with them to chuſe rather to 
ive Hypocrites among their Old 
Friends the Papiſts, than ſtarve mn 
the Proteſtion of the Truth among 
Proteſtants. 

Thus an inconfiderable Temporal 
Intereſt makes ſometimes a ſtronger 


um 
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imprefſion- upon mens minds, than 
the very Eternal Welfare of theje 
Souls. 


ARTICLE XXXMIV.- 


I. That my M-1# aF contrary to their 
Profeſs'd Principles. 2: The-beft Po- 
piſh Argument. 3. If it be lawful 


to uſe Violence, in order to force 
Men to conſider of our Reaſons in 
matters of Religion. 


'Tis always upon ſome ſuch ac- 
count that mo't men, not to fay all, 
without Exception, act contrary to 
their own confeſs d Principles : For 
how many grant upon all occaſions, 
that no Violence 1s to be uſed 1n 
matters of Religion ; that nothing is 
ſo much a man's. own as his Conſct- 
ence; that God alone is to judge of 
our Thoughts, and not Men 3 that 
no Humane Power can call us to an 
account for our Thoughts, though 
it may puniſh us for our marniteſt 
and viſible Deeds: yea, the very 

| I 4 Church 
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Church of Rome it ſelf did of old af. 
firm, That ſhe could not extend her 
Power over mens inward Senti- 
ments, Eccleſra non judicat de inter- 
is, Neverthelel(s, ſhe thought it at 
leaſt her Intereſt, as certainly 'tis, 
though not that of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
uſurp an Arbitrary Power over mens 
Thoughts, as well as over their Bo- 
dies ; elſe how could ſhe think it 
lawful either to Dragoon men into 
her Boſom, or to extort from them 
Confeſſions conformable to her Do- 
arine, by the Antichriſtian Cruelty 
of her Tyrannical 1quiftions : But 
yet if ſuch as take the fitteſt meaſures 
ro compals their Ends, are deſerved- 
ly reputed Wiſe and Prudent , we 
have no great reaſon to think the 
Papiſts io great Fools as ſome call 
them : For fince 'tis flatly againſt the 
cleareſt Evidence of Sence and Rea- 
ſon to believe the Myſteries they ge- 
nerally teachz as for Inſtance, the 
Myſtery of Tranſubſtantiation , or 
that the Pope of Rome 1s Infallible 3 
It had becn no picce of Wiſdom 1n 
them 
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them to have uſed Arguments 1n or- 
der to convince us of ſuch manifeſt 
Untruths : They knew very well that 
nothing but the Faggot, Sword, or 
an unmerciful Inquifition , could 
force men to an outward Profeſſion 
of their belick of ſuch ſtrange Opi- 
nions. But I need not enlarge up- 
on this $ubje&t , ſince the Papalts 
themſelves confeſs ingenuoully, and 
maintain openly the Lawfulneſs of 
Perſecution upon the account of 
Religion ; and that men are not on- 
ly to be drawn in by Argument, 
but likewiſe to be forc'd into the Bo- 
ſome of the Church by the Dint of 
the Sword. | I cannot dillemble in 
this place my hearty Grief and Con- 
cern that ſome Proteſtants likewiſe, - 
who pretending to Meekneſs, Cle-_ 
mency, and Tenderneſs, grant no- 
thing to be more Antichriſtian than 
the perſecuting of Chriſtians upon 
the account of their perſ{waſion , 
{hould allow of Force 1n matters of 
Religion, ſo far as may be judgd ne- 
cellary to make men conſider ſeri- 

| oully 
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ouſly of our Reaſons, that at laſt, 
after a thorough Conviction, they 
may embrace that which we think 
Truth, as if it were not in reality 
all one, to force a man to change 
his Religion, and to force him to a 
ſerious Examen of our Arguments ; 
which, how weak ſoever, will, I 
fancy, ſoon appear unanſwerable 
Demonſtrations to ſuch as muſt ſuf- 
fer either Poverty , Impriſonment, 
or Death it ſelf, it they confeſs not 
themſelves fully Convicted. The 
French Perſecution was no worlſe 
than this would be : For that Prince, 
I mean Lewis XIV. never pretend- 
ed more than to compel his Subjects 
to a ſerious Conſideration of the 
Chief Grounds of Popery, becauſe 
he well knew, that the weakeſt Ar- 
gument, ſupported by the Dragoon- 
ing Sword, would either convince 
his Subjects, or at leaſt convert them, 
ſo far as to make them Hypocrites , 
which was perhaps all, the ſucceſs 
he could hope for by this Moſt Chri- 
#;an method. I wonder then that 
men 


\ 
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men profeſſing, upon all Occaſions, 
Meekneſs and Moderation , ſhonld 
ſtill ſtand up for what 1s worſt in 
Popery, the Spirit of Perſecution , 
as they really do when they main- 
tain it to be lawful to tle Violence, 
in order to oblige men to conſider of 
their Arguments, which how weak 
ſoeyer, may gather a great deal of 
Strength from the Force usd. But 
I ceaſe to be amaz'd at ſuch ſtrange 
Proceedings, when I confider how 
Natural tis to all men to purſue ea- | 
gerly what they think their real In- 
tereſt : For as we are all naturally 
proud, and pattonate Lovers of Au- 
thority and Command, we are eaſily 
perſwaded, that we cannot compals 
better our ambitious deſigns than by 
maintaining our afſun'd Power to 
force men :to a ſerious conlideration 
of the Reaſons we ground our Opi- 
nions upon, which 1s nothing elſe, 
if narrowly look'd into, but ſtill a 
Claim to the Popiſh Infallibility , 
though we declare upon all occaſi- 
ons our Abhorrence of ſuch a 
ground- 
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groundleſs. and Antichriſtian Prin- | 
ciple. 


AR TICLE XXXV. 


1. The Teſuits zealous Defenders of 
the See of Rome. 2. And of ſuch 
Princes as can beſt prote# them. 


3. The Remiſneſs of their Morals 


whence. 


No Sect in the World ever pre- 
tended more to Infallibility than the 
Jeſuits, who generally hold it an Ar- 
ticle of their Faith, That not only 
the General Councils, but the Pope 
likewiſe, loquens ex Cathedra, 1s as 
Infallible, in ſome manner, as God 
himſelf: How men of ſuch Senſe and 
Learning, as undoubtedly they are 
in their own way, can be guilty of 
ſuch a groſs piece of Folly as this 15, 
few or none perhaps can better gueſs 
at than my ſelf, as having been once 
particularly acquainted with their 
Afﬀairs. Since then *tis to be ſuppo- 


ſed, that deſigning men never - 
the 
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the Fools part but upon ſome wiſe 
account, we need not wonder that 
the-Jeſuits having firſt ſeriouſly con- 
ſulted together. about the matter, 
reſolved to prove zealous and obſti- 
nate Defenders of that Article, which 
would put the greateſt Obligation 
upon the Pope , viz. of his DINE 
the Infallible and Viſible Oracle o 
the Univerſal Church 3 though they 
could not but know the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of this Tenet, and that they 
might as well believe the Pope Al- 
mighty as Infallible. But however 
they were prevail'd with by a Pnn- 
ciple of Intereſt and Self-preſerva- 
tion, to maintain this both Antichri- 
ſtian' and Atheiſtical Doctrine, be- 
cauſe they being much younger than 
moſt of the other Religious Orders, 
and upon ſeveral known Accounts 
hated by them all, they pradently 
judg'd that it was impoſlible for 
them to withſtand ſo many power- 
ful Enemies, unleſs they were ſup- 
ported by the ſuppoſed Vicar of 
Chriſt the Biſhop of Rowe. ' T : be 
ure 
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ſure then of the Pope's Protettiori, 
upon occaſion they not only decla- 
red him in their Schools , and 
preach'd him up in their Pulpits, as 
Infallible, but by a Fourth Vow tied 
themſelves ſo intirely to his Service, 
that they are obliged upon Orders 
from the Pope to go whither, and 
upon whatever Errand he pleaſes to 
command them. 

If they thought it at their firft ap- 
pearing in the World, therr Intereſt, 
and think it ſtill to cloſe an with the 
Pope, they believe themſelves no 


leſs concern'd now to ſtand -up for 


the Princes , in whole Territories 
they hve, becauſe they are abler to 


prote& them than the Pope bimſclf, 
their -prudence being particularly ab- 


: 


ſervable in this, that - they are al- 
ways on the ſtrongeſt fide, which 1s 


fo true, that the French Jeſuits of 


.o1d were ufually called Sparierds:by 
the French Mob ; becauſe of their 
preſum'd Intrigues with the King of 
Ypair , 'the moſt powerful Prince 
then in Exrope 3 yea, "tis not 2008; 

ce 
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ſince the very German Jeſuits were 
generally thought inclinable to the 
French Intereſt, though Iam now 1n- 
form'd , that they begin to look 
home again, becauſe of the growing 
Power of their immediate Maſter the 
Emperour. 

The Remnſneſs of the Moral Prin- 
ciples uſually aſcrib'd to them, \ 1s not 
ſo much the Product of ther real 
Sentiments, as of their private Inte- 
reſt : For conſidering that too much 
Severity would hinder people to re- 
pair to them for advice in doubttu] 
Caſes, they thought it was fit and ne- 
ceſlary for their own ends, to give 
as much ſcope as poſſibly they could 
to Humane Frailty, in order to gain 
both the Eſteem and Love of the 
people 3 wherein ſome of them ſuc. 
ceeded fo well, that they were ge- 
nerally cryed up for the only heart 
healing Phyſicians 3 yea, and calF'd 
too by ſome in a Blaſphemous man- 
ner, The Lambs of God that take a: 
way the Sins of the Worl4; becauſe 
whatever perplex'd Caſe was propor: 

ted 
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ſed to 'em by their Votaries, they 
were {ure to reſolve it according to 
thar Inclinations, without any re- 
gard to the \trict Preſcriptions of 
the Goſpel, which they never fail'd 
to put that Senſe upon they judg'd 
moſt agreeable to their own {ſecret 
Concerns. Thus they found out a 
Thouſand Tricks to elude the Obli- 
gation of reſtoring other Peoples 
Goods and Good Name, with that 
unhappy ſucceſs that neither Simory 
nor Oſury were to be met with a- 
mong Dealers, becauſe of the Jeſui- 
tical Maxims they had learn'd to ex- 
caſe both upon Octaſion : But the 
World beginning to hearken to the 
more Goſpel-like Doctrine of the 
ſeverer Jarſcrijts, they found it of 
late their Advantage to write and 
teach things conformable to the pre- 
ſent Humour of the Age: For ſee- 
ing men inclining to a further Re- 
formation, as being unwill:ng to be 


flatterd in thcir ſinful ways, they 
judgd it neceſlary for their prt- 


vate Ends to humour them by a 
more 


"1 


more Primitive Doctrine, according 
to the Advice of the Famous Loxzs 
Nyel , one of their Provincials of 
the Province of Champagne, who was 
uſed to expreſs himſelf about the 
matter pretty odly thus: Puiſque le- 
monde veult eftre fonette fouettons le - 
| Since Men will be whipt, and ſe- 
verely dealt withal, let us not ſpare 
them 3 that is, ſince Men begin to 
diſhke our eafler and looſer Morals, 
let us cloſe in with them for our 
own ends, teaching and preaching 
luch things as may work the People 
into a belief of our being rigid Ob- 
oa of the ſtricteſt Goſpel Max- 
ms, 
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ARTICLE KXXXvVI. 
1. The Jeſuits Politicks. 2, Their 


Speciouws Pretences to Godlineſs. 
3. The %ualifications required in 
ſuch as they admit into their Or- 
der. 


As no People put a better Face 
upon their covetous Projetts than 
the Jeſuits, ſo none are more ad- 
mired by the bigotted Roman Catho- 
licks, who look upon them as Men 
wholly conſecrated to the Spiritual 
Good of Mankind, which indeed 
they always pretend to-m all their 
Undertakings 3 and to give the De- 
vil his due, as 1t cannot be denied 
but that there are a great number of 
private Men among them, both E- 
minent for Vertue and Learning, ſe 
what I ſaid before, and what I am 
now to ſay , relates chiefly to the 
, governing part, who build their De- 
11gns upon other __ than pri- 
vate Men uſually do. 

The 
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The Jeſuits from their very firſt 
Foundation have had , it ſeems, a 
Deſign to reap the Profit both of 
the very begging Orders, and of 
ſuch as live upon their own Yearly 
Revenue. | Their Profeſs d Houſes, 
as they call them, enjoy all the Be- 
nefit and Priviledges. of . the' Mez- 
dicant Orders,. being maintaind up- 
on the Publick , or rather Private 
Benevolence, very plentifnlly, and 
without ſending about to gather it, 
after. the, manner of the'Friars, re- 
ceive upon call from. private hands 
enough to ſupply not. only their 
Wants, but likewiſe their. Luxury. 
Their Colledges and Seminaries, , on 
the contrary, «are all well founded; 
though not all equally rich, either by 
Princes or Private Men, or upon the 
Ruines of, the BenediFine. Monks, a 
part of whoſe Eſtates they have got 
into their .-Hands, both 1n Frazce, 
Italy, and Germany, by theig ſecret 
Intrigues at Court, becauſe they are 
thought more uſeful to the Pub- 
lick, upon the account of their 
K 2 preach= 
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preaching , teaching , and breeding 
up every where the Citizens and 
Gentlemens Children gratis indeed, 
and for nothing in appearance , 
though they be well paid for. their 
pains, becauſe they never accept of 
a Colledge under Six or Seven Hun- 
dered Pounds Ezegliſh Money Year- 
ly, belides what they receive Quar- 
terly in ſuch Colledges as take Pen- 
ſfioners, as Clermont in Paris, Ponta- 
mouſpn in Lorrain, and dther pla- 
CES. 

But to give you ſome further 
Hints of what I was ſaying in the 
beginning of this Article , of their 
covering all their Deſigns with the 
faireſt pretences to Pigty and God- 
lineſs, they pretend always to act 
not only for the Glory, but for the 
greater Glory of God, this being 
the fam'd Motto of the Order, ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam : Though if 
| ve look narrowly 1nto their real 
Projets, they aim more at their 
own Glory than at the Glofy and 
Honour ot him they pretend only 
to 
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to glorifie, infomuch that they would 
not be called Loyolites, or Ignatians, 
from Loyola or Ignatizs, their firlt 
Patriarch and Founder, but the So- 
ciety of Jeſus, torſooth, la Compagnie 
de Feſus 3'as 1f they were the- only. 
People in the World that deſerved 
this Title; Whereas none have per-_ 
haps leſs Right to it, becauſe of the 
in{ufferable Pride they are general- 
ly and deſervedly too accus'd of, be- 
ing great Deſpiſers of the Secular 
Clergy, and of all the other Relipi- 
ous Orders, as .looking upon them- 
ſelves as the chief, if not the ozly 
Supporters of the Charch of Rowe 
though they are fo far from appear- 
ing intereſted, and covetous X Re- 
ward for what Service they do the 
Publick, that they are oblig'd 'to 
teach, preach, and ſay their Maſes, 
without the leaſt hopes of any Sala- 
ry for their pains; yet they do no- 
thing for nothing, and expect to be 
conſidered for their very Maſes, not 
under the Notion of a Reward, but 


of an Alms either given or pramiſed 
K 3 be- 
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before the Work 1s begun: Where- 
in their Condition is much better 
than that of the Mendicant Friars , 
becauſe the begging Tribe depend 
only upon either publick or private 
Charity , without any Yearly Reve- 
oye ; Whereas the ſubtler Jeſuits 
have got the benefit of both, as I 
was ſaying before, their Profe/#d 
Honſes being maintain'd by the pub- 
lick, and their Colledges upon their 
awn Stock and Fond. They pre- 
tend not indeed to take ayy Money 
with ſuch as they admit 1ato their 
Society, yet they bave always a ſpe- 
cial regard to: One of theſe Three 
toVowing things in theur Choice, a- 
ther to Riches, Quality , or great 
Parts; If their Proſelyte be rich, let 
him be never {o great: a Blockhead, 
they are ſure to catch at bim greedi- 
ly ;:Jf he is of a Noble Extrattion, 
and well altied , they are likewiſe 
fof his adnuttance.; becauſe of the 


tupport they'get by it from his pow- 
erkul ' Friends 3: and if ;beiisa Man of 
Great, Natural, or Acquired __ 

=>. tney | 
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they think him the - fitter for their 
buſineſs, which 1s generally Teach- 
ing, Preaching , and Intriguing in 
If Coners and private Families for 


their own Ends. 
ARTICEE -XXXVII. 


I. The Aim of the Romiſh Zealots, 
2. The pretended Zeal of Popiſh 
Princes. 3. The French King's 
real Deſign in Dragooning his Sub- 
JOS 


The Pope's Pretences tg Picty and 
Godlineſs, to the ſaving of Souls, 
and to the greater Glory of God, 
are ſo plauſible, that notwithſtand- 
ing all that 1s laid to his Charge by 
his Adverſanes, we ſhould {tll en- 
tertain a favourable Opinion of his 
Goodneſs, if we knew not what he 
chiefly aim'd at in all his pretend- 
ed Apoſtolical Undertakings. Tis 
not for nothing that he has ereced 
the Colledge de propagandd, or ra- 
ther de congregand3 fide, allowing 

K 4 a Year- 
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a Yearly Penſion to all Secular 
Prieſts employed in the Converſion 
of Hereticks: Wherein, though ſome - 
of them perhaps through a miſtaken 
Zeal , intend nothing elſe but the. 
Gvod of Souls 3 yet ſure I am the 
Governours of the Church of Rome 
have a Temporal proſpect upon the 
matter of recovering one day thoſe 
vaſt Revenues they have loſt, by 
the withdrawing of ſo many Nati- 
ons from the Popiſh Yoke. I doubt: 
not then but ſome filly ignorant 
Prieſts may fancy they do God 
Service in doing their utmoſt En- 
deayours to convert Proteſtants to 
their Principles ; but the Conclaves 
aim in puſhing them on to the Work, 
1s the hopes they (till are in of reco- 
vering Peter's Pence again, and of 
enriching Rome once more, as of 
old , with the Spoils of Ergland. 
Now as Children follow commonly 
the Example of. their Fathers, the 
Popiſh Princes imitating cxa@ly the 
Popes Politicks, endeavour likewiſe 
the Converſion of Mankind to their 
+2y prin- 
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principles for the ſame Ends, One 
would take the late Kings of Sparre 
and Portugal for trne Apoſtles, to 
judge of them by their apparent 
Zeal to convert both Indies > The 
King of Portugal wrote himſelf to 
Tonating of Loyola, Patriarch of the 
Jeſuits, for ſome of his Society to 
convert the Eaſt Indies to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith; and he was ſo earneſt 
upon the Matter, that he fpar'd no 
Expences to promote the Roan Ca- 
tholick Intereſt in thoſe partsz And 
though the King of Spazz, as the A- 
bler of the Two , did out-do him 
in this political Zeal, ſending great 
numbers of Churchmen, of all ſorts, 
to Florida, to Mexico, to the Philip- 
pin I{lands, and other places con- 
quer'd, or to be conquer'd by his 
Victorious Arms 3 Yet Lewx the 
Fourteenth ſheweth himſelf ' more 
zealous than either of them, by 
 Dragooming his Subjed&s into Pope- 
75. The Apoſtles themſelves never 
dream'd of his Method of convert- 
ing Souls to the Chnitian Religion: 
ow the 
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the only way they underſtood and 
practis'd of making Proſelytes » Was 
that of perſwaſion, of preaching , 
teaching, arguing, and exhorting, 
This Method 1s far more efficacious ; 
Tarn ye mult, or burn: The Dra- 
gooning Sword unties ſooner the Gor- 
dian Knots of Religious Myſteries 
than all the ſybtleſt Arguments e- 
ther of Pliloſophers or Divines, 
This 1s a Secret , tall of late, un- 
known , and how Antichriſtian fo- 
ever, the only that I can imagine, 
or contrive, to make all Nations 
outwardly agree as to Matters of 
Religion. ay 

_ If the ſimpler Mob be of QO- 
Fitjon , that the Princes I have 
JEoned, undertook the Conver- 
lzon of the Infidels, meerly goo 
the account of Religion, I am ſure 


the wiſer ſort of Mankind wall both 
think and ſay, That Intereſt, Ambi- 
tion, and Conqueſt, were their chef, 
if not ozly Inducements to ſuch Reli- 
gious Enterpriſes, as they are ſo much 
commended for by thoſe, who a 

ther 
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ther love to flatter tkem , or are 
not clear ſighted enough to ſee 
through the ſpecious pretences of 
Deſigning Men. For tis certain , 
that the two firſt had in prof- 
pet, as they have yet-at this-very 
day, the Conqueſt of the Eſt and 
Weſt Indies : Which Attempt they 
thought would prove both cafe , 
and without hazard, if they could 
once engage the ignorant {zzdians ta 
ſubmit to an Implicite Faith, and-a 
blind Obedience to the Church of 
Rome ; wherein they ſucceeded (© 
well, that the Emperour of Fapar 
became, not without Reaſon, jea- 
lous of the great numbers of the 
New Converts in his Domimiens ; 
and upon notice given him by the 
Dutch of the Popiſh Princes real 
Deſign in ſending ſo many Miſſio- 
naries at ſo great Charges to his Ter- 
ritories, and other Neighbour-Nati- 
ons, he immediately gave out his 
Orders for deſtroying all the Chri- 
ſtians by Fire and Sword, upon ſuſ- 
picion of a Plot ſet on foot by the 

| Popiſh 
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Popiſh Kings againſt himſelf andthis 
Subjets. Now as for Lewis XIV. 
the very Papiſts themſelves confeſs, 
that he is no more concern'd fgr 
Religion , whatever he may appear 
to be to the ſimpler World , than 
if he pretended to none at all ; and 
that all the noiſe he makes about 
the converting of the Hugonots, 
comes from a ſecret Ambition of 

utting himſelf in a poſture to Ma- 

er his Neighbours, by ſecuring” 
himſelf from ſach as he looks upon, 
though without any Reaſon , as his 


molt dangerous and Domeſtick Ene- 
mies. 


the Power of Intereſt, 141 
ARTICLE XXXVIIL 


1. Why the Papiſts keep the People in 
Tenorance, 2. The Silence of the 
Scripture about the Fundamental 
Principles of | Popery. $3. Why the 
Church of Rome allows not of the 
Common ſe of Scripture. 


'Tis, one would think, an unac- 
countable thing , that the Papiſts 
.will not allow the Scripture to be 
tranſlated into Vulgar Languages 3 
Yea, nor the publick Prayers to be 
either read, or ſaid in a known 
Tongue, fince nothing -ſeems to me 
more directly contrary to their own 
| Intereſt, than to keep the People in 
Ignorance of the chief Matters re- 
lating to their own Religion, be- 
cauſe ſo long as they are in this con- 
dition, they may be cafily carried a- 
way by the Wind of any Dodtnine, 
upon the firſt charitable inſtruton, 
or friendly invitation to open their 
Eyes, and make uſc of their RO 

| Or 
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for the chief end God has allowed it 
to Mankind ; that is, the ſaving of 
our Souls : Whereas, while they live 
in a ſtate of Ignorance, they are in 
a meer Capacity to any thing, by 
reaſon of their Want of that know- 
ledge the Papiſts themſelves could 
afford them , 1f they ſpoke not to 
them from the very Altar n a ſtrange 
and unknown Tongue. ER 
But what wonder moſt at, is this, 
that they ſuffer the illiterate Men, 
and filly Women to ſay their Pray- 
ers in Latin, which they under- 
ſtand not, as if the Heart could be 
moved without the underſtanding 
be firſt illuminated. Whatever may 
be the Effect of Ignorance 1n'other | 
caſes, ſure in this it can never be the 
Mother of Devotion : For how can a 
Man pray heartily to God Almigh- 
ty, when he knows not whether 
what he ſays be Senſe or Nonlſenle 3 
or , for onght he knows of the 
whole Matter, downright Blaſphemy. 
That the Romaniſts ſhould publiſh 


the Scriptures in an unknown tongue, 
tis 
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tis odd indeed, ſince they are writ- 
ten for all Mankind ; Yet not much 
to be wonder'd at, becauſe they do 
not deſign them to be read by the 
unlearned Tribe: But to allow the 
tinlearned Mob to read, and ſlay La- 
tine Prayers they underſtand not, is 
a thing they can hardly account for. 
Nevertheleſs, ſince we know the 
Papiſts to be like the Children of 
this World, wiſe in their Generati- 
on , and their Church to be a Poli- 
tick, rather than a Religious Body, 
we muſt of courſe conclude. that 
they do not commit ſuch palpable 
Irregularities, but upon a fair pro- 
ſeth of ſome very conſiderable ad- 
vantage for themſelves: and this is 
chiefly the maintaining of the Peo- 
ple in their blind Obedience to the 
Authority of their Church z which, 
notwithſtanding all her pretences to 
Infallibility, holds it to be both law- 
ful and uſetul for Men to make their 
Spiritual Exerciſes in an unknown 
Tongue, though this be ſuch a picce 
of blind Obedience, as would make 
us 
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us ſay to Godin our daily Addreſſes, 
we knew not what, fince the ima- 
ginary general Intention of the 
Charch, they pretend to be ſuffici- 
ent in this caſe, could never fupply 
the particular want of Knowledge in 
what relates immediately to the 
good of our Souls. 

Now how Antichriſtian ſoever 
you may judge it to be, to keep 
the Scriptures, that are God's Letters 
Patents to all Mankind, from the 
common people ; Yet the Papiſts are 
oblig'd, through a principle of Self- 
preſervation, to condemn the com- 
mon uſe of ſo dangerous a Book, as 
they call the Scripture. And I con- 
feſs it to be ſo for them, as mention- 
ing no where the fundamental and 
diſtinguiſhing Articles of Popery, the 
Infallibility, I mean, and Umverſa- 
lity of the particular Church of Rome, 
the Tranſubſtantiation of the Bread 
and Wine into the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, that are now 1n Heaven, 
the Lawfulneſs of Image-Worſhip, 


Relick-Worſhip, of Prayers to the 
Saints, 


OO LEE EOS 


Saints, and for the delivery of the 
Souls pretended to be in Prrgatory, 
&c, lt the people were made ſen(i- 
ble, that theſe things were not re- 
veal'd in the Word of God, they 
would, without any longer delay, 
ſhake off the in{uirerable Yoke of 
Popery, fince they might ſcon under- 
ſtand, by the daily peruſal of the 
Holy Writ, that theſe, and the like 
new coin'd Articles are meer humane 
Inventions, and not God's reveal'd 
Word, The Papiſt then, I fancy, 
how foolſh ſoever you may think 
him, ads wiſely, and according to 
the great Law of Selt-preſervation, 
in not allowing the people to read 
the Scripture, becauſe the common 
uſe of this Divine Book , would 
prove the utter ruine of the Romſh 
Charch, for the Reaſon I juſt now 
hinted at, 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 


1. Men generally more concern for 
their own Reputation than for the 
Honour of God. 2. A Young Lady 
' ſeverely uſed by her own Mother, and 
upon what account. 3. The late 
Prince of Conde's RefieFion againi 
the French B:ſhops. 


Though Fathers and Mothers ver- 
tuouſly enclin'd , can hardly bear 
with the irregular and finful Actions 
of their Children; yet *tis obſerver 
ble, that they are much more con- 
cernd for ſome ſins they comm, 
than for ſome others, though per- 
haps more heinous and more grievous 
in their own Nature : As for 1n- 
ſtance, How many take little or no 
notice of their Childrens Drinking, 
Swearing , Gaiming , Stealing , &. 
who nevertheleſs uſe them with the 
utmoſt Severity, if they chance to 
commit ſuch fins of frailty, as may 
occaſion either diſgrace or ſhame to 
them- 
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themſelves or their Familes. This I 
can give you a ſufficient proof of by 
what I have once obſerved my ſelt 
in the behaviour of a very preciſe 
and godly Lady towards the beſt of 
her own Daughters, though Iook'd 
upon by her as the very worſt, be- 
cauſe ſhe had been overcome by the 
fair words, and reiterated promiſes 
of a deceitful Lover. The Young 
Lady having liv'd till then 1n great 
Reputation among her Neighbours, 
was thought a true Pattern of Ver- 
tue and Modeſty, by all that knew 
her ; Whereas her Siſters were 
known to be guilty of lying, drink- 
ing, of detracting of all Mankind 
to ſay nothing of their inſufferable 
Vanity and Pride; of their Gaim- 
ing late and early, or rather whole 
Nights and whole Days, and of ma- 
ny other immoral Exercites of that 
kind 3 for which their godly Mo- 
ther never ſo much as once check'd 
them in good earneſt, though upon. 
the firſt diſcovery of her  Eldeſt 


Daughters Misfortune, ſhe fell upon 
L 2 her 
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her in ſach a fury, that had ſhe not 
been reſcued out of her hands, it was 
generally believd ſhe had murderd 
her. 

You may caſily think I deſign, 
by this ſhort paſſage, to tell you, that 
{uch as are meer pretenders to Ver- 
tue, mind always more their own 
Concerns than thoſe of - God A]- 
mighty, whom yet they ſeem to 
honour fo much with ther lips, as 
to check and condemn all ſuch as 
make not ſo great a ſhow of God- 
lineſs as they upon all publick occa- 
ſions commonly de. The fins of the 
Siſters T was ſpeaking of, were fins 
mdeed againſt God 3 but the Fault 
committed by the Ladies Eldeſt 
Daughter, was ſomething elſe, as 
being a diſgrace, and a ſtain to 
the Family: and that I fancy, this 
Old Lady was chiefly, if not only 
concern'd for ; or that her Daugh- 
ter, by this unhappy accident, had 
loſt that which did beſt qualifie her 
for a rich, and honourable Match. 
What happen'd lately in France, 1s 
ſome- 
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ſomewhat a-kin to what I have been 
diſcourſing of, ſince it Jays open to 
the World ſuch as are but feem- 
ingly concern'd for nothing more 
than for the Honour and Glory of 
DA 77. Soo ET EE 
The Famous Molzere had written 
a Comedy, intituled, Tartsffee againlc 
Bigots, Hypocrites, and all ſorts of 
meer Pretenders to Religion 5 but 
with ſo little applauſe from ſuch as 
knew themſelves to be guilty, that 
the Biſhop of Artur, the chiet Man, 
as It was reported, aimd at in the 
Play, afliſted by ſome of his Bre- 
thren , complain'd\ to the French 
King of the Wrong done them by Mo- 
lzere, who havingintorm'd the Prince 
of Conde of their whole proceedings, 
gave his Royal Highneſs occaſion to 
lay, That ſeveral Treatiſes had been 
diſpers'd up and down the Kingdom, 
to introduce Atheiſm , which the Bi- 
ſhops took no notice of, becauſe there 
the Honour of God only was concern'd 3 
but that now they appeared with a grea- ' 
ter Leal than was requiſite againſt Tar- 
L 3 tuflce, 
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taftee , becanſe their own Reputation 
Jeemrd to lie at ſtake, 


ARIICLE XL. 


I. Intereſt the frequent Cauſe of Ingra- 
titnde. 2, King Charles the Se- 
cond's Behaviour towards his beſt 
Friends, 3. Lewis the XIV. high- 


ly obligd by the French Hugo- 
nots. 


Sach as forget, or reward not 
the good done 'em by ther beſt 
Friends and BenefaQors, are gene- 
rally thought either ro be guilty of, 
or not to ſ{cruple much at any other 
Crime, according to the old ſaying, 
S: ingratum dixeris omnia dixeris © 
Yet the Power of Intereſt is fo ab- 
ſolute, and fo arbitrary, as te cauſe 
Men ſometimes not only to forget 
their true Friends, but likewiſe to 
promote and enrich their greateſt E- 
nemies. What Obligation Charles 
the Second had to the Cavaher 
Party in Ezeland, Scotland, _ " 

and, 
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land, 'tis too well known to be told 
again in this place. How many, 
both Noblemen and Gentlemen , 
ſtood up for him in the worſt of 
Times, to the hazard and loſs of 
their Lives and Fortunes, ſuffering 
patiently, till he:came home again, 
the greateſt Extremities that Op- 
rolidon and Want could expoſe 
them to: Who had not thought but 
that upon the Return of King Charles 
to England, they had been all nobly 
rewarded for their paſt Services and 
Sufferings, for their conſtant loyal- 
ty', and daily endeavours to ſet 
things again upon their firſt Fonn- 
dation : And I doubt not but King 
Charles II. had been very willing to 
gratifie, and reward too his diſtreſs'd' 
Subjects, had he not judg'd fich a 
piece of Gratitude quite contrary 
to his real Intereſt : For conſidering 
that ſuch as ſtood up for his Con- 
cerns, were ſo entirely conſecrated 
to his Service, that no hard uſage 
on his fide could break them off 


from their loyalty to the Royal line, 
L 4 he 
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he thought he could uſe them as fa- 
miliarly as he pleasd 3 yea, and 
ihght them too without their taking 
much notice of it, provided they 
were now and then commended 
for the conſtant performance of 
their Duty in thg, hardeſt times ; 
But as for the downright Rebels , 
and all ſuch as opposd moſt his In- 
tereſt, becauſe they were the rich- 
ct Men in the Nation, and the 
moſt conſiderable, upon the account. 
of their Authority among the Peo- 
ple , he very prudently closd m 
with them, as being the ſureſt props 
of his new ſetled Throne. So that 
whatever good Service we do to 
our Friends, if they find it their In- 
tereſt to make us no Returns for 
our Kindneſs, we muſt not rely 
too much upon what we may rea- 
ſonably expect from them, and they 
ought to do for us. 

But yet King Charles the Second 
dealt not fo harſhly with his real 
Friends, as Lewis the Fourteenth with 
the French Hugonots, who >. 

C- 
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declared themſelves for his Right a- 
oainft the then Prince of Cord , 
causd the whole Kingdom of France 
to take his part in oppoſition to the 
ambitious pretences of that ' dange- 
rous Antagoniſt. ... Becauſe every one 
13 not particularly acquainted with 
the Matter of Fact, I ſhall upon this 
*®occaſion give you a particular and 
ſhort account of the whole paſſage, 
that the World may be thoroughly 
inform'd , how 1njuſtly the French 
Proteſtants have been dealt withal 
by Lewzs the Great : The Prince of 
Conde conſidering firſt, That Lewis 
the Fourteenth was born near Three 
and Twenty Years after Lewis the 
Thirteenth, his Father, was married, 
and ſecondly, That this Prince had 
been always ſo ſickly and weak, that 
ſome doubted very much if he could 
be the true Father of Lewis XIV. 
Upon this grounded ſuſpicion, he 
immediately declared his Right to 
the Crown, as next Heir 3 and ac- 
cordingly marching with a powerful 
Army towards Parzs, forc'd the Car- 
dinal, 
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dinal, the Queen, and the Young 
King to fly as far as Amierns, before 
any of the French Cities would take 
notice of him, till the Cardinal ſenr 
to the Hygonots, to deſire their affi- 
ſtance in ſuch a dangerous Junaure 
as that was: Who unanmoully a- 
greeing to give him all the Succours 
they could raiſe for his Service, 
frightn'd the Prince back again with- 
out executing his Deſign. Immedi- 
ately upon the News of his Retreat, 
the ſtrong Cities, that til] then had 
ſhut up their Gates , not only re- 
ceiv'd the flying King, but furniſhing 
him with all Neceflaries, enabled 
him to march back to Paris again 
with an Army, where though op- 
pos'd at firſt by Madamoiſelſe, he 
was at laſt admitted with great 
ſhonts and acclamations of the Peo- 
ple. Though this was ſuch a fingu- 
lar piece of Service, as deſerved the 
oreateſt reward; yet when the King 
came to age, in a great Council 
held in his preſence, the thorow 0- 
verthrow of the Hagozots was fully 
re- 
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reſolved upon : Which ſo ſtartl'd the 
King himſelf at firſt, that he told 
plainly his Counſellours, He had al- 
ways been inform'd, That the Hugo- 
nots had, ſettI'd the Crown upon his 
Head, in oppoſition to the Prince of 
Conde's aſpiring Ambition: But 1t was 
immediately reply'd by the Counc], 
That for that very Reafon he ought 
to leave no ſtone unturn'd to de- 
ſtroy 'em, becauſe if they had beer 
not very long before powerful enongh to 
ſettle the Crown upon his Head, they 
were then able enongh, if they pleas d, 
to pull it off again. 


ARTICLE XIL 


I. That Riches change Mens Tempers. 
2. And why. 3. What the Papiſts 
45d to ſay of the New Converts in 
the late Reign, 


'Tis commonly ſaid, That a change 
of Fortune for the better , alters 
a Mans Humour and Temper ; 


Hohores mutant Mores. But it's not 
ob- 
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obvious to every common Under- 
ſtanding, why it does ſo: For 
though 1t be' generally true, That 
Men become preuder by great Riches 
acquired , and Eminent - Dignities 
conferr'd upon them, it mu(Fbe fur- 
ther inquir'd , what 1s the true 
Caufe of this Pride, which renders - 
them ſo unſociable to ſuch as former- 
ly were their Equals and Compani- 
ons? May not I then be allow'd to 
ſay, That their Pride being perhaps 
more affected than real, 'tis chieily 
grounded upon Intereſt; which 1 
make out in ſhort thus: If Men at- 
ter they are promoted to great Dig- 
nities, whether Eccleſiaſtical or C1- 
vil, behav 'd themſelves towards their 
once familiar Acquaintances with the 
ſame Exteriour Humility and open- 
neſs of Heart they were usd to do 
before their promotion, they would 
be forc'd, in a manner , to make 
them ſhare in their Eſtates likewiſe, 
as well as in thcir intimate Friend- 
ſhip : *'Tis then a piece of pru- 
dence in them, according, to the Po- 

litical 
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hJtical Maxims of Self-intereſt, to 
break off all intimacy with ther 
old, if poor, Friends, leaſt 
they be ſolicited to ſupply ther 
Wants , to the leflening of what 
they themſelves muſt ſpend” 1n Su- 
perfluities : And for this very Rea- 
ſon I am of Opimon, That the un-+ 
ſociableneſs, it I may ſo ſpeak, of 
molt men under the Circumſtances 
we are diſcourling of , comes di- 
rectly from their greedinel> to keep 
what they have got, leſt by their Fa- 
miliarity with their former Friends, 
they be obligd, in point of Ho- 
nour, not to let them want apon 
occalion : For 'tis generally obſerv'd, 
That the ungratetulneſs of moſt men 
to their trueſt Friends, and greateſt 
Benefactors, 1s always to be aſcrib'd 
to their unreaſonable Covetouſnels 
upon the ſudden change of their For- 
tune , either becauſe of their great 
and neceſſary Expences 1in a higker 
polt, or upon the account of their 
new ambitious projects they muſt lay 
up for, bang never contented with 

theig 
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their preſent condition , how floy- 
riſhing ſoever , becauſe the more 
they have, the more they covet; 


uo plas ſunt pote plus ſitiuntur 


aque. 


Upon this account we may truly 
ſay, That all Men are equally poor, 
and in Want, becauſe no man thinks 
| he has enough to anſwer his preſent 
occaſions : So unſatisfied we ſtill are 
with the plentifulleſt Enjoyments of 
this World. Since then, 1n all our 
Attempts, we purſue always our 
own Intereſt , notwithſtanding our 
pretences ſometimes to the contra- 
ry, we {hall be reckon'd to act like 
Politicians, 1f we mind what parti- 
cular advantage every man aims at, 
that ſo knowing what he may be 
gar'd by, we may take our mea- 
ures accordingly, for our own ends. 
This Maxim being carefully obſer- 
ved by the late King, in preferring 
upon all occaſions the New Con- 


verts to confirm them in his Religi- 
on 
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on by the actual poſleſſiion of that, 
the very hopes of which had brought 
them over to it, gave occaſion to 
the old Roman Catholicks to ſay , 
That the Kings Papiſts got all, but 
Gods Papifts Nothing : Meaning, that 
the New Converts were always gra- 
tified either by Penſions or Employ- 
ments: whereas ſuch as were bred 
up Roman Catholicks, thoughin want, 
were commonly ſhghted, or ſeldom 
, taken notice of, becauſe 'twas thought 
that the latter being Papiſts by prin- 
ciple, would not eafily leave their 
Religion; and that the former being 
only fo through Intereſt, could not 
ſtay long in it without a preſent and 
competent Reward. 


A R- 
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ARTICLE XL 1 


I. No true Image of God , and why, 
2. God Viſible in the Works of the 
Creation. 3. Why ſo ſeldom minded 
by Mankind, 


Though there can be no true 1I- 
mage of God, becauſe of the in- 
comprehenfible Excellency of his 
Nature, yet we may be allowed to 
ſay, That he 1s viſible, in a manner, 
to a diſcerning Eye in the wonderful 
| Works of the Creation : For who 
can behold unconcernedly , in a 
bright Night , the Starry Heaven 
we are ſurrounded with on all fides, 
and not think, at the ſame tirhe of 
the inconceivable Beauty of our 
Celeſtial Fernſalem, whoſe meer out- 
ſide, or Avenues, are ſo glorious 
and ſo delightful? Do not the or- 
derly and conſtant motions of the 
Planets ſpeak aloud, to ſuch as have 
Ears, the infinite Wiſdom of the O- 


yerſcer? 1s it poſhble to conſider the 
1n- 
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incomparable Splendour of. the Sun 
in our Meridian , without remem- 
bring of him, qui Iucem habitat in- 
acceſſibilem who inhabiteth an 1n- 
acceſſible light ? But does not the 
ſpreading Earth, while_ it ſheweth 
us the Almighty Power of its Ma- 
ker, as being thrown into the 
midſt of the Vortex, or Heaven we 
are inclos'd in, without either foun- 
dation or Pillar to ſupport ſuch an 
huge Maſs, point us out with as ma- 
ny Fingers as it produceth Plants 
and living Creatures, the Power , 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of an inviſt- 
ble God? And can we, opening our 
Eyes, look upon the orderly ebbing 
and flowing of the Ocean, without 
raiſing our Minds towards him, who 
has ſet bounds to the Sea? To be 
ſhort, we need not conſult Books 
about the Being of a God, nor read 
them, to be put in mind of him, the 
whole World being a great Volume 
that we may and ought upon all oc- 
caſ1ons to perule, in order to diſco- 


ver the inviſible things by ſuch as 
M 


arc 


are viſible, and obvious to the Cor- 
poral Eye. Since then, as I was fay- 
ing before, nothing is ſo viſible, in 
ſome ſenſe, as God him(elf in the 
Works of his Power ; I mult, in 
purſuance of my Deſign, 1nquire in 
this place, why men have Eyes, and 
ice not what they may ſee, with the 
leaſt attention, in every Object of 
their very Senlcs : 


Jupiter eſt quodcungqz, vides TJovis 
omnia plena. | 
If we gaze a while at a great and 

ſtately Palace, beautified with what- 

ever Art and Wit can contrive, we 
call preſently to mind either the 

Architect or the Owner, admiring 

both the Skill of the one, and the 

Riches and Power of the other, 

who could raiſe at his own Expences 

ſach a ſtately Building : Now can 
we imagine any Farthly Palace mn 
the leaſt comparable to the World it 
ſelf, cither as to Beauty or Statelinels, 

the very Roof, if I may ſo ſpeak, . 
| | tc 


162 A Moral Diſcourſe of 


a 
Ou PEO. FEY —— _— A - 


Sau --—_ RN 2, -, A, MY ND oy wand wok 


the Power of Intereſt, 163 


the Concave part of this large Houle, 
being an ObjeC&t of an unſpeakable 
Pleafare to a diſcerning Eye, becauſe 
of the wonderful Beauty of the 
fix d Starrs, of their huge bulk, 
how ſmall ſoever in appearance, of 
their Regular Motions, and ſecret 
Influences upon our Globe 5 yea, 
and upon all contingent Events 
ikewile if Judiciary Aſtrologers are 
to be hearken'd to. I need not men- 
tion inzthis place the Peauty of the 
Earth it ſelf, in the infinite Variety 
of its parts, which though not ſo 
glorious as the Celeſtial Bodies, are 


yet, 1f narrowly look'd into, no. leſs 


{urprizing Obzects. 

Burt to come to a Concluſion upan 
the whole Matter, What 1s the True 
Reaſon why beholding daily and 
hourly this valt and ſtately Palace, I 
mean the World we livein, we ſcarce 
ever enquire either after the Maker 
or the Owner, who are both in this 
Caſe one and the fame, the Almigh- 
ty and Glorious Creator ot all things, 
God hinfelf 2 'Tis eafie to gueſs 

M 2 what 
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what I muſt anſwer to this Queſti- 
on, notſ{o much in order to follow 
out my deſign, as becauſe of the un- 
doubted Truth of the Matter of 
Fact, That Temporal Intereſt ties 
our Hearts fo ſtrongly to Earthly 
Things, that moſt men behave them- 
ſelves no otherwiſe than if they 
look'd upon the very Fundamental 
Article of all true Religion, the Be- 
ing of a God, as a meer Politick 
Contrivance to frighten the ſ{1mpler 
{ſort into Honeſty and Morality ; Cr 
if they are not throughly ſo guilty, 
conlidering how they ſpend ther 
whole life in Gaiming , Trading, 
Fighting , Eating , Sleeping and 
Drinking , without having perhaps 
ever thought once ſeriouſly of a 
God, we have Reaſon to think, that 
their whole Souls ſo applied to their 
worldly concerns, that they never 
remember of a Deity , unleſs per- 
| haps when they take his Holy 
Name in vain. The chief and only 
Reaſon then, why men live ſo ma- 
ny Years without making that _ 

0 
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of this Viſible World 'twas chiefly 
deſignd for, is, becauſe , as the 
Scripture ſays ſomewhere, ſome are 
wholly taken up with the Concerns 
of a married Jlitez others are deeply 
engag'd in Publick or Private Aft- 
fairs, which they cannot clear them- 
ſelves of; and all generally purſue 
their own Temporal Happineſs, or 
their own things (0 eagerly , that 
tew or none raiſe their Minds a- 


bove the Objects of their Sen- 
ſes. 


ARTICLE KXLII. 


1. The chief Remedy againſt Burning. 
2, The Vows of T, Chaſtity 
ſinful. 3. Why impos'd by the Church 


of Rome, 


Since 'tit certain, That a married 
life 1s the Soveraign Remedy againſt 
what the Scripture calls Burning, it 
may be worth our while to inquire, 
how 1t comes to paſs, That the 
Church of Rome neither allows her 
M 3 Prieſts 
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Prieſts nor her Nuns to marry : For 
It being undeniable, that they may, 
and do burn as often, if not oftner 
than others, why ſhould they be 
forbid the uſe of the chief Remedy 
preſcrib d by the Scripture it ſelf a- 
gain(t ſach an ordinary frailty ? Sure 
they cannot pretend to a greater Ho- 
Iineſs, npon this account , than the 
reſt of Mankind, becauſe: the Vows 
of perpetual Chaſtity, or of never 
marrying, which 1s the ſame thing 
in their Opinion , are really ſinful, 
If it bea fin to put a ſtop, as much 
as in us hes, to the propagation of 
Mankind, in a lawful way, though 
chiefly defign'd by the Anthor of 
the Creation ; or if 1t be a fin, &- 
ther to reject the very Remedy God 
himſelf, as our great Phyſician, has 
ordered us againſt the violentelt 
Temptation we can be liable to 3 
that is, again{t Burning 5» Or tO ſay 
againſt the expreſs Words of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt , 'Tis better to burn than 
marry, Now, though I willingly 
grant , That as he does well who 
mar- 


Vo So 
6 'S 


the Power of Intereſf. 167 


marrieth, ſo he may, in ſome Caſes, 
do better who marrieth not ; yet I 
maintain, tis always better to marry 
than to make a Vow never to mar- 
ry 3 becauſe ſuch an act as this 1s the 
tying of our ſelves up from doing a 
lawful thing, and- in ſome cafes ne- 
ceſlary , under a no leſs pain than 
that of Eternal Damnation : For 
when the Prieſts and Nuns , upon 
their admittance into the Order 
they are enroll'd in, pronounce theſe 
ſolemn Words, Voveo Caſtitatem per- 
petuam,, T vow and pronuſe perpe- 
cual Chaſtity They Equivalently. 
ſay, That if ever they marry, yea, 
were it to quench their Burg , 
they are in a ſtate of Damnation, 
for doing what the Scripture advi- 
ſeth them to do againſt a preſſing 
Temptation, Since then 'tis clear 
from the Premiſes, to an unpreju- 
dic'd mind, That the forementioned 
Vow being unlawful, ought neither 
to be taken , nor kept 1f once ta- 
ken, undoubtedly ſome conſiderable 


Intereſt or other muſt oblige the 
M 4 _ Church 
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Church of Rome to impoſe upon her 
Children ſuch an unnatural Yoke as 
this 1s; and I know no other thing 
ſhe can aim at in this cafe but world- 
ly Grandeur, by ſecuring to her ſelf 
the chief Defenders of her Authori- 
ty, the Religious Orders of all Co- 
lours, which as the Vows give Being 
to, ſo they likewiſe without them 
cannot ſubſiſt : For whatever Mo- 
ney 1s given 1n with their Novices, 
as they ſpeak, may be recovered a- 
gain , 1n caſe they make no Vows 
after a Year or Two's Trial. It 
then we remember, that the Church 
of Rome aims always in all her un- 
dertakings at wozldly Greatneſs and 
Riches, we cannot but admire her 
Policy as much as we ought to ab- 
hor her Wickedneſs, in taking this 
method to make her ſelf a Party, 
and a {trong one too in every Cor- 
ner of Chriſtendom, 
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ARTICLE XLIV. 
I. Grains of Allowance for lewd Wo- 


men in Rome, and upon what ac- 
count, 2. The Conrtiſans baniſh'd 
Rome, ard called home again. 3. A 
conſiderable Abuſe ſuffered in Am- 
{terdam, and why. 


- Publick Protedtion given to lewd 
and debauch'd Women, is ſuch a 
piece of Scandal, that Rome it ſelf 
might be aſham'd of it: But the 
leaſt ſmell of Gain out of any thing 
whatſoever , dulcis oder lucri, &c. 
being ſo ſweet and comforting, we 
need not wonder to ſee the Pope 
himſelf {light his own Good Name 
and Reputation for a Yearly Reve- 
nue he gets by protecting ſuch Wo- 
men as give themſelves up to the 
publick Luſt. Though the Matter 
of Fact be very certain, and no 
where doubted, yet becauſe the 
manner 1s not ſo generally known, 


| ſhall give you a true and ſhort ac- 
count 
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count of it npon this occaſion : When 
Women are reſolvd to turn them- 
ſelves looſe, they are oblig'd to make 
their appearance before Two Publick 
. Notaries, or betore T wo Judges, in 
_ order to renounce ſolemnly their 
Names, Families, and Reputation : 
Which being pertorm'd 1n the uſual 
manner, they are allowed a free 
Trade, provided firlt they live toge- 
ther in certain noted places ; provi- 
ded, ſecondly, they wear ſomething 
or other they may be known by ; and 
thirdly, that they fail not to pay e- 
very Year a certain Sum into the 
Pope's Exchequer for their Freedom, 
The Romans chief Apology for ſuch 
an unchriſtian Toleration, 1s the pre- 
tence of ſhunning a greater Crime, 
I do heartily abhor to name, as well 
as to think on, otherwite, they fay, 
unavoidable in that Chmate, 1t the 
former Conveniencies. were not al- 
lowed of: which , they add, 1s fo 
true, that one of the Popes having 
baniſh'd all the Courteſans, was not 


only forc'd to call them back to 
Rome 
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Rome again, upon his Diſcovery of 
a greater and daily abomination, oc- 
cafion'd by their abſence; but like- 
wiſe, that there might be nothing 
wanting on his fide. for purting a 
| ſtop to one fin, and promoting an- 
other , caus'd a conſiderable Sum of 
Money to be diſtributed among 
them, to enable them to buy ſach 
things as might fit them the better 
for the uſe they were defign'd for. 
So one only among the Popes under- 
took to clear Rome of lewd Women, 
and, for ought I know, none will 
ever attempt the like again, becauſe 
of the Confiderable and Yearly Be- 
nefit the Apoſtolick Chamber gets by 
thus indulging Humane Frailty. "Tis 
true, there is a Monaſtery appornted 
for the uſe of the Repenting Courti- 
ſans: But through this very pretend- 
ed Zeal, we may eaſily diſcover a 
real Deſign of Gain and Intereſt : 
For fince 'tis certain, that the Pope's 
Revennes are Yearly better d by the 
multitude of the Courtiſans, there 
could be no Contrivance fo plauſible, 
ner 
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nor {o uſeful for the Pope's Defign, 
as that of a Monaſtery, or Retreat 
for them in their Old Days, when 
{in has left them , becauſe Young 
Women conſidering, that they can 
provide for themſelves, with the help 
of the al/owed Trade , during thar 
greener and flouriſhing Years 3 and 
that they are ſure to be provided for 
when Old Age comes on, 1n the Mo- 
naſtery deſign'4 for them, are un- 
doubtedly thereby encourag'd to 
turn Courtiſans, upon ſuch a fair 
proſpect of never wanting neither 
Young nor Old, in cafe of a true 
or feign'd Repentance.  . 

But what I have ſaid of Rome, I 
may likewiſe ſay of a very Reform'd 
| City, Amſterdam; and that Intereſt 
. obligeth not only the Papiſts, but 
alſo the beſt ſort of Chriſtians to 
connive ſometimes at the greateſt 
Crimes and Abuſes. The: Mufeck- 
Houſes, as they call them in Amſter- 
dam, are allowed of by the Mag- 
ſtrates all the Year round, becauſe of 
the Money ſpent daily there, to the 

| | oreat 
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great benefit of the City, by lewd 
Women, and ſuch as come to meet 
them in theſe places. As I could 
not but diſcover ſometimes my par- 
ticular concern to ſce a Reform'd 
City guilty almoſt of the ſame abo- 
mination we ſo often reproach Rome 
with, I was told by an underſtand- 
ing Hollander, That the Toleration 
of the forementioned Houſes, how 
ſcandalous foever, was very pru- 
dently and fohrically allowed of by 
the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, upon 
this account, that the Pay near of 
Twenty Thouſand Seamen comes | 
home to them that way again , it 
being generally obſerv'd, that ſuch 
Houſes are moſt reſorted to by idle 
Mariners, who would ſpend the Mo- 
ney they have got in the States Ser- 
vice, 1n the Neighbour-Cities, if their 
Debauchery was not conniv'd at in 


Amſterdam. 
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ARTICLE XLYV. 


I. The Abuſe of Godlineſs, 2. Good 
Advice againſt the treacherous De- 
fſeens of the deceitful, 3. The Seven 
Woes of the Goſpel pronoun'd againſt 
Hypocrites. 


Men commit not only all kind of 
Crimes for intereſt ſake, but, which 
may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange, become 
ogodly and vertuous for the ſame 
end; Godly, I ſay, at leaſt in ap- 
pearance , as thinking that Piety 
which the Scripture ſays 1s uſeful for 
all things, utilis ad owmia Pietas, may 
likewiſe be uſeful for the getting of 
Money : Such men are always leſs 
concern'd to do ill, than to do 1ll- 
like, becauſe by the former they of- 
fend God only, whereas by the lat- 
ter they commonly give offence to 
men, whom they regard more than 
him they ought only to fear : Upon 
this account 'tis that they are careful 


to avoid no fin but that of Scandal, 
being 
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being ready, upon any advantage, to 
lye, cheat, and murder, to commit 
Theft , Fornication , and Adultery, 
if they can bur do it ſecretly : They 
are, I fancy, of the” [talrars Opini- 
on, That what is not known 3s not 
done ;, that is, as good as not done, 
becauſe it puts noſtop to the promo- 
ting of thar Interelt ſo long as hid, 
and kept from the knowledge of 
ſuch as would be very loth to help 
them either with their Purſe or Cre- 
dit, if they were inform'd of their 
ſecret Lite and Converſation. Since 
then the World 1s ſo decentful, for 
our own private meaſures we ought 
particularly to take notice of ſuch as 
court us unexpectedly, and at an 
extraordinary rate, with a ſhow of 
Hunulity and Modelty, beyond their 
Temper and Cuſtom upon other oc- 
caſions, becauſe, to be fure, they 
either intend to put a Cheat upon 
us, Or to obtain from us, or by our 
mediation , ſome particular favour, 
But thoſe ſort of Hypocritcs are moſt 
_ of all guilty, who under the ſpeci- 
ors 
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ous pretence of Religion, cover their 
real Deſigns of Intereſt and Con- 


queſt, as generally the Papiſts do, 
when pretending to gain our Souls, 


they aim chiefly at our Goods and 
Eſtates, as may be cafily made out by 
whatever they have undertaken of 
moment, either at home or abroad ; 
and I with I had no reaſon to fay, 
That they are not imitated 1n this by 
ſome of the Reform'd part of the 
World, who tho they pretend not to 
Infallibility , a& nevertheleſs, as if 
they believ'd themſelves infallible, in 
depriving, either direCtly or indirect- 
ly, of their Eſtates all ſuch as cannot 
in Conſcience conform to their way 
of Worſhip : Which gives us juſt 
grounds to ſuſpe&t , that this Tem- 
poral Concern 1s the chiet thing they 
aim at, notwithſtanding all ther 
fair pretences to a thorough Reforma- 
tion, to the promoting of the Goſpel, 
and of Saving Faith in Chriſt. Tis 
certainly againſt ſnch Phariſees, and 
meer pretenders to Holineſs, that 


Chriſt pronounc'd with ſo much Pe 
an 


© HY 
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Woes, 


i. Wo unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites, Mac. 23.13. 
for fl ſhut up the kingdom | 
of Heaven againſt mens for ye neither 
go in your ſelves, neither ſuffer | ye 
them that are entering t0 goin. 

2. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for ye devour Wi- 
dows houſes , and for . pretence make 
long prayers : therefore ye ſhall receive 
the greater damnation. - OTIDING) 

3. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for ye compaſs Se 
and Land to make one Proſelite, and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold 
more the child of Hell than your 
ſelves. | 

4. Wo unto you ye blind guides ; 
which ſay, Whoſoever ſhall ſwear by 
the Temple it is nothing, but whoever 
ſhall ſwear by the Gold of the Temple, 
is a debter. | 

5. Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites 5 for ye pay the Tithe 

N 
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and Eloquence, the Seven following 
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of Mint, and Amniſe, ail Cnomin, 

Si beve omitted the weightier mitters 

4 the Law, Judgment , Mercy, and 
aith ; theſe onght ye fo have done, 

1d not to leave the other nutone. 

6. Wo unto you Scribes and Phatt- 
fees,, Hypocrites 5 for Je yuake cleitn the 
out-fede of the Cup, an cif the Platter 1 
but within they are fill of Pxtortim 
and Exceſs, 

7. Wo unto you" Seribes and Phart- 
firs; Hypocr 6 ; for you are like unto 
whited Sepulchres; which indeed appett 
beautiful outward,” bnt are within full of 
detd mens bones, and of all unctean- 
neſs 

We have bers Hypocriſte, 'and all 
Xs Deſigns of Intereſt laid open, 
with that- life and plainneſs, ' that 1 
need not enlarge upon the Subjett 
Matter of this Article - I Thall only 
add, That as the Ten Commandments 
are written 1n golden Letters in eve- 
ry Church, to mind the Chriſtians of 
their Duty,-it were likewiſe fit the 
Seven foregoing Woes (honld be let 
up in every Church, Kirk, Freld-Con- 


venticle 
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venticle, and Meetine-houſe, that both 
the Preachers and the Hearers may 
remember, firſt, That tis neither 
long Prayers X Frans » weepmng, 
nor ſaying, Lord, Lord, that they are 
to be 1aved by, but a living Farth, 'a 
real Vertue, and an unfeigned Re 
pentance3z and: ſecondly, That asGod 
15 4 true Spirit, ſo he ought, and will 


= ador'd by all ſuch as he lays dlaim 
, ior Spirit and Tritth. 


ARTICLE XLVI. 


1. ig Women. 2. Quack-Phyſria Cians. 
7 Aſtrologers. 


Though it be clear, That all men 
purſue not the ſame particular Inte- 
reſt, lance ſome att for profit, others 
for pleaſure, and others again by a 
principle of Ambition, I do neverthe- 
le(sznchne to think, That moſt men, 
whatever -may be their Pretences-to 
the.contrary, aim at nothing more m 
all their projects, than at the increafe 
of ther Treaſures; that is, of thetr 
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Money, becauſe without this neceſſary 
Tool they can neither pretend to ho- 
nour, nor hope for pleaſure : Yea, 
thoſe very Women that ſeem to have 
conſecrated themſelves wholly to the 
unchaſt Goddeſs Venus, or unlawful 
pleaſure, are tobe ſ{til'd rather Thieves 
than what they are commonly called, 
and ſuch of them as either watch their 
Prey 1n the Streets of great Cities, or 

Ive together in private Houſes, in or- 
der to follow their infamous Trade, 
ought to be look'd upon as no better 
than downright Robbers, becauſe 
their chief defign is to plunder, rob, 
and drain mens Pockets, which they 
never fail to do by \tealth, it they 
cannot do it by conſent. 
There 1s another Tribe of Man- 
kind that I muſt take notice of upon 

the ſame account, or. rather upon a 
worſe, becauſe they rob men daily of 

their Lives and Eſtates: and theſe are 

the 1]literate and Quack-Phyficians, 

who neither underſtanding Phylick, 
nor perhaps being capable of under- 
ftanding it, ſet up every where for 
Do- 
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Doftors 3 Such only ought, and maY 
be proſecuted without any deſerv'0 
Reflection againſt the Proſecutors, as 
if they defign'd an injuſt. Mozopoly : 
But becauſe men catch at any thing 
when there is a proſpect of Gain, no - 
wonder it the Quacks finding ſo much 
encouragement from the credulous 
ſimplicity of the unlearned Tribe, un- 
dertake the cure of moſt diſtempers, 
without any real knowledge either of 
a good Remedy, or of a rational Me- 
thod. The hke may be ſaid of Judi- 
clary Aſtrologers, who pretend to 
forefee the free Determinations of 
| Humane Will, in the different Situati- 
on or Aſpect of the Stars and Planets, 
their chief Delign being to draw a 
Tribute from the 1gnorant Mobflock- 
ing to 'em for Advice about things to 
come, which they know nothing of, 
unleſs we allow them to be inſpired 
Men, or real Prophets. 
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ARTICLE XLVIL 


1. Crimes occaſuon'd by Covetouſueſs 
2. Spaniſh Crzelty. 3. Enghſh Neg- 


ligence. 


Auri ſacra fames | quid non mortalia 
cogrs 


Ped&Fora £2 


Would one think, that men could 
lay ſo far aſide the uſe of Reaſon for 
that of Gold, as to be guilty of Trea- 


. chery, Perjury, Murder, and whate- 


ver elſe may attend Crimes of that 
kind : yet nothing more ordinary, not 
ſo much among Furks and Pagans, as 
among Chriſtians : What unheard of 
Cruelties were committed by the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt Indies, 'tis well 
known all Exrope over, though Marir 
ana, their beſt Hiſtorian, would take 
no notice of” em, leſt he ſhould either 
betray the horrible Treachery of his 
Countrymen, or himſelf to be an un- 
faithful Hiſtorian ; They had gs 
wit 
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with an [diaz King, their Priſoner, to 
give him his life and liberty, upon 
condition-to put them in poſleſlion of 
his greateſt Treaſures, within a certain 
time appointed; But ſoſoon-as he had 
perform'd his promile in every parti- 
cular, he was barbaroutly ſtrangl'd by 
the Order of the Spani/b Governour, 
with a Million more before and after 
that time, as *tis reported by ſome of 
their own Authors, to the eternal In- 
famy of that Nation, viſibly puniſh'd 
ever {ance for ſuch unparalleFd Cruel- 
ties that the [zd;ars were us'd to ſay, 
They defir'd not to go to Heaven, if 
the Spaniards were to be met with 
there. 

I am then much miſtaken if a meer 
Zeal upon the account of Religion a- 
mong Popiſh Princes particularly, be 
not one of the Vulear Errors, eſpecial- 
ly when I conſider, that at the very 
ſame time Lewzs the Great was perſe- 
cuting the Hugonots in France, he 
help'd the Proteſtants in Hungary with 
conſiderable Sums againſt the Empe- 
rour, doing likewiſe his utmoſt En- 
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deavours to engage the Turk in a War 
againſt him, whercin he ſucceeded at 
laſt, as an Inſ(trument in rhe hand of 
God, to the ruine, 1n all appearance, 
of the Txrkiſh Empire, and of his own 
perhaps at laſt, when his meaſure is 
once filled up. The Engliſh Prote- 
ſ{tants, I confeſs, have not murdered 
the poor [2dians, after the Example 
of the Spaniards, as being more in- 
clin'd to mercy by their principles, 
than the Papiſts 3 but yer to tell the 
truth of the matter, they commit dai- 
ly a Crime in theWeſt Inaies ſomewhat 
a-kin to Murder, by (lighting, or hin- 
dering, as Iam inform'd, the Conver- 
ſion of the Neeroes, or their Indian 
Slaves, leaſt to their loſs, they ſhould 
enjoy the Priviledges of Chriſtian Li- 
bertyz which I concetve to be a ve- 
ry (hametul, if not a ſinful negled in 
ſuch as profeſs the Chriſtian Religion : 
For though no Force 1s to be ns'd but 
that of Argument, to bring men over 
to our per{waſion, yet ſince no Religi- 
on can promote true Holineſs ſo much 
as ours, we ought to uſe our endea- 
vours 
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vours to ſet our ſiragling Neighbours 4 
in that way which we think ſo ſafe and 
ſecure for our ſelves: But yet if it 
happen, that our Reaſons, how ſtrong 
ſoever, prevail not to_their.Convidt- 
| on, as appearing weak to them, we are 
to leave them to God and their own 
Conſcience,becaule it ſhall not be ſaid 
to 'em at the laſt day, Go znto Eternal 
Fire, for doing againſt our Judgment, 
but for doing againſt their own, fince 
that and nothing elſe can be imputed 
either to them or to us as a fin. 


ARTICLE KXLVIIL 


1. The Sabbath 4ay profan'd. 2. And by 


whom. 3. Womens Deſign in dreſſing 
themſelves upon the Sabbath day. 


Whether we are to keep holy the 
Sabbath day,that 1s,Saturday,which GoA 
himſelf ſeems to have pitch'd upon, 
or the Sunday, choſen by the Church, 
I ſhall not debate, fince the common 
practice of the Chriſtian World, from 


the very Prinutive Tunes, filences me 
up- 
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F ſhall enquire into here, is, why moſt 
people, eſpecially Women, go to the 
place of Prayer, the Church, upon a 
Sunday, as if they went to a Play, or 
to a ſolemn meeting upon ſome pro- 
fane or indifferent acconnt : Yea, 'tis 
obſervable, That moſt of them riſe 
early in the morning upon Syrdays, 
that they may have time enough to\ſer 
themſelves out to the beſt advantage 
in their richeſt Apparel 5 and if Spa- 
iſh Wool, Spaniſh Papers, and Waſhes 
of all forts, are made uſe of by them 
at any time, *tis particularly then 
when they are to make their 'appear- 
ance in the Church or Congreeation. 1 
am then of Opinion, that it would 
look more Primitive, if the Ladies 
came to Church adorn'd like Women 
profeſiing Godlineſs, in a comely and 
modeſt Dreſs; for I take it to be a 
great profanation of the Sabbath day, 
though little refletted on, and hike- 
wiſe of the very Houſe of God, the 
Church, to make ſuch a Figure 1n nt, 


as may either occaſion an inward 
Con- 
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Conſent to fin in the weak behol- 
ders, or withdraw the attention they 
ought to give to the Preacher. This 
pradtice of. wearing coltly-- Apparel 
on the Sabbath day, though contrary 
to the Primitive Times, 1s ſtill con- 
tinued upon the account of a pre- 
vailing Intereſt, which 1s, 1n ſhort, 
this, That as not a few ſhew them- 
ſelves 1n all their Glory in the Church, 
upon a ſecret Deſign of enfnaring 
ſome of their Admirers for their 
own private ends 3 ſo others doit up- 
on a more honeſt account , That 
ſpreading their Nets after ſuch an in- 
viting way, they may catch at laſt 
good and rich Husbands. 
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ARTICLE XLIX. 


1. The Cheats of Vulgar Chymiſts, 
2. The Three beſt Catholick Reme- 
dies, 3. Method of little uſe a- 
gainſt Chronical Diſtempers. 


I always look'd upon Chymiſtry as 
a moſt neceflary and uſeful Study, 
though I have but very little Vene- 
ration for the common Chymilſts, and 
ſuch among them as have neither the 
Skill nor the Honeſty of the deſer- 
vedly Famous Robert Boyle, of whoſe 
Chymical Preparations I can ſay upon 
my- own Experience, That they are 
the beſt that ever I tried in any 0- 
ther part of Evrope - But the Fault 
I find with the generality of the low- 
er Tribe of Chymiſts, 1s this, That 
they all pretend to Paracea's, to Ca- 
tholick, or Univerſal Remedies, as 
Potable Gold, Miraculous Liquors , 
Powders and Elixirs of all kinds and 
Names, in order to get great Rates 
for what coſt them but little or no- 
thing, 
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thing , their Pains excepted: For 
when the pretended Secret, 1s diſco- 
verd, 'tis ſometimes found not to 
be ſo much as Diſtill'd, Calcin'd, or 
Chymically prepar'd : As1t happend 
to Talbot's Famous Febrifuge, thought 
at firſt in France ſome Extraordinary 
and Excellent Chymical Preparation : 
Whereas it was known. at laſt b 

what the French King's firſt Phyſician 
. publiſh'd of it, in'a French Treatiſe, 
to be nothing elſe but the Jeſuits 
Powder, ſometimes taken in Sab- 
ſtance, ſometimes in' a Tinqure , 
with ſeveral harmleſs Additions;- to 
hide it the better from. the Eyes of 
the Curious: yet if all the Chynncal 
Remedies, and pretended Parnaced's 
were as powerful againft moſt Di- 
ſtempers, as the Peruvian Bark, if 
skilfully - handled, is againſt Agues, 
and intermitting Fevers, I ſhould 
neither think the Praiſes commonly 
given them , for Intereſt's ſake, by 
deſigning men, too great, nor their 
Price, whatever 1t were, unreaſon- 
able : Bur daily Experience teacheth 


us, 
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_— That renerally the _—_— Pre- 
anareas , are either meer 


Hour things, whether ſimple or 


-coMmpounded , or at the beſt , but 


Aardinary Remedies, under the dif. 
guiſe bf a Vehicle, of a pecuhat Pre- 
paratton or Mixture. Theugh 1 
- grant indeed, That there are. ſome 
Excellent , and ſcarce ever failing 
Bemedies ' againſt ſome particular 


"Difterpers 3 ſuch I reckon to be the 
Powder made of the Peruvian Bark , 


Againſt Agues, Opizm for allaying of 


. Pain, the Solution of Seed-Pearl by 


-a Menſtraum, nenher Urinows, Acid, 
nor Alcoliſate, againſt Conſumprions 
and mward Decays, againſt Heats, 
:Morphew., Wrinkles 'of the F ace, 
©c. if outwardly applied : Yet 'T 
do affirm, That becauſe of the al- 
moſt infimte Variety both of Mens 
{Tempers, and Diſtempers, we mult 
xonfets, and 'upon daily Experience 
xzd0, That thereis no Parxacea, or U- 
miverſal Remedy of all the [nfirmities 
incident to Humane Bodies yet ſtum- 


bled upon; and that whoever pre- 
tends 


tends to ſuch a rare piece of Know- 
ledge, deſigns, in all hkelihood, to 
put a Cheat upon Mankind, for In- 
tereſt's ſake : I ſhould nevertheleſs 
be miſunderſtood, 1t_1 were_thought 
not to put a greater value, in ſome 
Caſes, upon a good Remedy, than 
upon the moſt rational Method, 'with- 
out ſuch a help : For thongh Method 
in acute Diſtempers be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, nevertheleſs agamſt a For d 
and Chronical Infirmities, 'tis of little 
or no uſe without a good Tool : So 
that all the Aphoriſms, either of Hy- 
pocrate, or others, will avail but Hietle 
to the ableſt Phyſician call'd to cure 
an old and inveterate Diſeaſe, with- 
out the Knowledge of a good Speci- 
fick, or of a Medicine known by Ex- 
perience to be prevalent in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, if skilfully prepar'd and judic1- 
oully preſcrib'd. 
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